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Abstract

This thesis aims to study the historical aspect as well as the influence of Shiah sect on
the Muslim society in Patthalung province. The research is based significantly on the available
documents and lectures on the topic. Besides, the researcher also conducted inquiries,
interviews and observations,

The resulting research found that the concept of Shiah has its origin after the death of
the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him}, founded by a group of companion of the prophet
who paid respect towards Ali Ibn Abi Talib and having the idea that Ali was the right person to
the post of Caliphate after the prophet.

In fact such political trend was originally a mere personal respect to Ali from a group of
-people. But when the majority of the selecting committee or shura committee selected Abu Bakr
Ibn Abi Khuhafah to.become a Caliph or leader, such political tide died down as everyone
satisfied to be guided by the caliph and then solidarity and harmony were restored, Until that
when the third Caliph, Usman ibn Affan, was assassinated, Ali who succeeded him and became
fourth Caliph couid not bring the murderer to justice. This caused unstatisfaction to Muauiyah
and Ibn Abi Sufyan who later separated leading to battles took place between the two side, one
side was called Shiah Ali and another called Shiah Muawiyah. The two battles among Muslim
brothers were called the battle of Jamal (656AD.) and the battle of Siffin (657 AD. )causing
many death of the companions.

After Ali ibn Abi Ta. lib was assassinated in later period by a group of khawarij, his
son, Al - Hasan, was sciected to the caliphate, but not for long. Alltasan gave up the caliphate
for Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan ,only that again Muslim solidarity and harmony were restored.

But this situation could not last last long ai-Husain, another son of Ali ,was assassinated



tortured/y. at Karbala in Iraq in 680 AD. and the members of family were tortured, the
respectful homage to the House of Ali ,Ahl al Bait, evoked and later this concept was mixed up
with other religious belief such as God's soul resides in the body of their leaders or Imams, or
Imam is free from sin, he can visualize unseen things. And could performn miracle. Later such
religious beliefs evolved to become a re]igious sect of Shiah

The foundation of Shiah sect in Patthalung province has its origin from 2 major
causes. Firstly it was the effect of (Political) revolution of Imam Komaini in Iran in
1979 and secondly cause it was a wide spread preaching of Shiah from Bangkok supported by
the Embassy of Iran. The research found that the first person who adopted the idea of Shiah in
Patthalung province was Rainan Arunrangsri and in 1986 efforts had been paid to spread the:
idea to other Muslim brothers. Until now their numbers increase in many districts particularly in
Amper Kongra which is a founding place of Oar al - Shara Institute, a big centre for spreading
south.

Positive and negative effects of the influence of Shiah on Muslim society in
Patthalung province can be summarized as under

Negative effects |

1 . Tt causes wide spread disparity and conflict about religious issues

2. There have been a lot of deviations in religious matters as appear in a number of
Shiah's literature, ‘.

3. It creates doubts in religious issues.

4. It brings about social disorder within and outside Muslim community.

5. It causes wide spread disparity and conflict among Muslims in Pattalung .

Positive effects

1. It causes Islamic resurgence within Muslim youth.

2. It leads Sunni Muslim to learn more about Shiah.

3. It leads Sunni Muslim intellectuals to revise their role in the field of Oawah.
4. It could draw interest from International Religious Organization, Al-Haramai
Foundation of Saudi Arabia. to give donation for the construction of Institute of Religious

Study of Sunni Muslim in the village of Tungnapoe. that is Bamrung Istam School which is



situated nearby the institute of QarusSahra abQut 500 metres away. The Organizationhas been

responsible for pay-roll of all teachers and all management and administrative

5. It could draw interest from International Religious Organization, Ihyaut Turas from
Kuwait, to give donation for the construction of Institute for Study and Alleviation for Sunni

Muslim Brothers in the village of Tungreang. Amper Tamod which is situated 800 metres away

from Masjid Jawad which is belonged to Shiah group.
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