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ABSTRACT

This research aims to investigate the behavior of consumerism, factors relating
to the behavior of consumerism and impact resulted from the behavior of consumerism by
students. The sample people used in this study were 400 students at Prince of Songkla University,
Hat Yai Campus. Data were collected through questionnaires and analyzed by the uses of percent,
mean, standard deviation and chi-square.

The results from this study show the following details. The majority of the
students ranked middle in terms of the behavior of consumerism. With types of consumption, the
students ranked high when consuming general products. And, the students ranked middle when
consuming products as to familiarity, diversity, urgency and brand names. In regard to the factors
relating to the behavior of consumerism, gender, monthly income, fashion values, family’s raising
style (democracy, autonomy or dictatorship) relate to the behavior of consumerism significantly
at the 0.05 level. The monthly income of their parents relates to the behavior of significantly at
the0.01 level. And, commercials relates to the behavior of consumerism significantly at the 0.001
level. In general, the impact resulted from the behavior of consumerism ranked low. In detail, the
students were impacted financially most. In a smaller degree, they were impacted academically,
socially and on family. In addition, the results from the interviews with 24 students, who ranked
highest from different faculties in terms of the behavior of consumerism, show that the students
had a variety of habits in terms of the behavior of consumerism. The factors relating to the
behavior of consumerism were the values of imitation, fashion, product quality and product
forms. These values influenced the buying behavior of the students. Regarding the family’s

raising style, if the parents had taught the students to be thrifty, saving and to realize the value of

()



money, the students would have a habit of thinking it over before buying any products every time
as learned from the parents. Additionally, commercials caused desires and interest to the students
to buy more products and to find ways to buy products, which as a result brought in more
expenses. The impact resulted from the behavior of consumerism in 4 ways affected the students
in a small degree. The financial effect caused the students to borrow money from friends, to be
short of money and to look for extra jobs to do. The educational effect caused the students to have
little time to study and review lessons because they spent much time on shopping. The family
effect caused more expenses as a burden to the parents, and caused the students to bother the

parents to buy expensive things for them. Lastly, the social effect did not cause anything.
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Chi-square = 17.444 df= 8 Significant = .026*
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