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ABSTRACT

A cross-sectional analytical study was conducted to determine the relationship
between utilization of dental services during 4-6 months of pregnancy and related factors; i.e.
oral health knowledge, attitude, practices, oral health perception, understanding and satisfaction of
dental service. Data were collected from dental service records and interviewing questionnaire of
women with more than 6 pregnancy months at Langsuan Hospital, Chumphon. Their oral health
was examined at 1°-3" months of pregnancy, then appointments were made for dental treatment at
the 4"-6" months. One hundred and sixty one pregnant women were participated in the study. The
results showed that 86 pregnant women utilized dental services while 75 did not use dental
services. Factors significantly related to utilization of dental services using bivariate analysis
included knowledge on ‘pregnancy gingivitis causes low birth weight’ and ‘emergency dental
service at 7-9 months is acceptable’, the mother’s history of receiving dental service at Langsuan
Hospital, attitude of ‘increased oral health care during pregnancy due to the fear of the effect of
bad oral health on the fetus’, perceived oral health problems, perceived dental treatments,
perceived need for treatment of oral diseases, and satisfaction on ‘dental appointment card’. After
adjusting for ‘the mother’s history of receiving dental service at Langsuan Hospital’, the factors
that were still statistically related to utilization of dental services included the attitude ‘increased
oral health care during pregnancy due to afraid of effect of bad oral health on the fetus’
(OR=2.61) and ‘perceived dental treatments’ (OR=2.15). Therefore, it is recommended that dental
service programs that may improve pregnant women’s attitude about effect of mother’ oral health
on the fetus, perceived dental treatments and dental appointment system. These may subsequently
increase the rate of dental service utilization among pregnant women.

Key words: Pregnancy; Dental service utilization; Dental health behavior; Perceived oral health
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