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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate the dynamics of Muslim
fishermen’s livelihoods from 1977 to 2010, and adaptation of their livelihoods in a condition of
resource scarcity to respond to their present needs and aspirations. The results of the study
revealed that the country’s development in recent years had resulted in the fast change in Chai
Thale community. Households had adapted the patterns of their products, consumption and value
of their way of life in that they materially wanted more. The growth in the industrial sector had
changed the fishing production system from production for living to production for the market.
The market economy had influenced people’s way of living and invaded almost all aspects of the
traditional ways of their life. As a result, they had to interact more with the market. The
livelihoods of the people in Chai Thale community that had depended mostly on natural resources
and the environment had changed in a negative way. Consequently, the people in this community
had to adapt themselves and their livelihoods strategies in order to respond to their increasing
needs and aspirations that resulted from development. People of all occupation groups including
small-scale fishermen in the community also had to adapt themselves in order to find other
livelihoods strategies. For example, they turned to use fishing equipment like meshes with smaller
net holes. They also had to create new occupations as the number of aquatic animals which used
to be abundant in the past had decreased as a result of the country’s development causing changes

that significantly affected natural resources.
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