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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to: (1) investigate evolutionary patterns of
natural resource management of a Thale Noi fishing community ; (2} to identify the
economic and social factors related to participation and community opinions of the
natural resource management ; (3) to investigate the relationship between economic and
social factors and participation on the natural resource management ; and (4) to
compare participation and opinions of the natural resource management between two
fishing community cluster.. Both qualitative and quantitative enquiries were employed
on the study. The qualitative aspect was undertaken by examining existing literature
and interviewing 10 key informants. The quantitative data were obtained through
interviewking from 60 fishing families and 69 other families.

Four evolutionary periods were concluded qualitative study : (1) prior to 2500
B.E., natural resources were used for eaming a living, with a preserved area of
6,110 rai; (2) 2500-2515 B.E., the pattern was still for eamning a living, but the area
began to decrease; (3) 2516-2530 B.E., environmental pressures increased and the
government began to take conservation activities; (4) 2531 B.E. — present, a
multidimensional management approach has been undertaken as an attempt to
preserve the balance of the nature.

The quantitative study indicated that the inhabitants of Thale Noi fishing
community have a low education, low agricultural income, and many of them work
outside the community. A comparative analysis on agricultural income, and
education showed that they are all significantly different at p3.01 between two
fishing community cluster. The results of correlation analysis also showed that |
education was positively correlated (p-<-.05) and number of labor units was
negatively correlated (pS.OS) with the level of participation in natural resource

management. The levels of participation in all aspects of natural resource management

(5)



— utilization, preservation, conservation and development — were relatively low. It was
evident that participation from Thale Noi cluster was lower than that from the other

cluster. In addition, from the analysis of psychological :its showed that there was no

significans.
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