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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to explore the relationship between learning styles and
academic achievement of medical students, Faculty of Medicine, Prince of Songkla University
and to compare medical students’ academic achievement in six styles of learning, namely
participant learning, collaborative learning, independent learning, competitive learning, dependent
learning and avoidant leaming. The populations were 530 second, third, fourth and fifth year
medical students, Faculty of Medicine, Prince of Songkla University, in the academic year of
2001. The study tools included a questionnaire of learning styles following the categories of the
learning styles proposed by Grasha and Reichman. One Way Analysis of Variance (One Way
ANOVA) and Pearson Product Moment Correlation were used for the data analysis.

The study showed the following results. (1) Participant learning was the most frequent
style which medical students at Faculty of Medicine, Prince of Songkla University, mostly
employed. (2) There was no different academic achievement between those students with
different learning styles. (3) There were no different learning styles among those students in
different years of study. (4) There were no different learning styles between medical students in
pre-clinical and clinical years. (5) There was a correlation between learning styles and academic
achievement of medical students at Faculty of Medicine, Prince of Songkla University at a
significant level of .01 (r = 0.164). (6) Participant learning had positive correlation with
collborative learning (r = 0.539), with dependent learning (r = 0.494), with independent learning
(r=0.248), and with competitive learning (r = 0.205) at a significant level of .01. However,

participant learning had negative correlation with avoidant learning (r = 0.337) at a significant

level of .01
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