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Executive summary

The study of “Towards Wise Use Of Peat Lands At Phru Kuan Kreng, Southern
Thailand : Issues of Resource Use and a Preliminary Analysis of Training Needs” was funded by
DGIS {the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs), The Netherlands. The project duration was from
December 2001 —to June 2002, a total 7 months and was coordinated by Wetlands International
Thailand Programme. The project objectives were:

1. To analyse the training needs of relevant government officers, Tambot Administrative
Organizational officers, non-governmental organizations and local people.

2. To obtain the stakeholders’ opinions on the expansion of the Ramsar site from Kuan
Kee Sian to other zones of Thale Noi Non-hunting Area.

The data were compiled from both secondary and primary sources, which derived from
group interviews among stakeholders as well as a workshop using the Goal Oriented Project
Planning (GOPP) technique.

The study found that the resources in Phru Kuan Kreng were being seriously degraded,
especially the fishery resource : yield of fishes caught by all kinds of fishing gears is decreasing
and reaching a crisis point. This situation resulted from the villagers living in and around the peat
swamp using electro-fishing gear. The use of fish poisons containing cyanide and cast nets,
peth destructive fishing methods, are also implicated in the decrease in the fishery resource.

The Lepironia articuiata stands, a very important economic resource which symbolize
Phru Kuan Kreng, are being seriously degraded by villagers. Harvesting was previously carried
out by manual removal, but was replaced by cutting with sickles in order to meet the increasing
demand for Lepironia articufata products. As a consequence, the cut areas of Lepironia
articulata die off and are replaced by a community dominated by grasses. Another problem of
resource degradation concerns forest burning, which may be either deliberate or accidental.
Nevertheless, the government campaigns can more or less help relieve the wild fire protlem.

Problems on poverty and awareness have been identified as important problems
enceuraging the villagers’ destruction of the very resources on which they depend. Rice farming

is another major activity. The farmers working in irrigated areas using new technigues earn only
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1,550.- bahthead/month (about USD 37.80). Lepironia articulata weaving is a major occupation
in some areas and weavers earn only 1,500-3,000 bahthead/month. Most of villagers have
oustanding debts at an average of between 20,000-60,00C baht/househald,

Moreover, understanding of the concepts of ecosystem, conservation and wise use of
resources is unclear among the local people, representatives from Tambol Administrative
Organizations, and even government officers. This becomes another cause which restricts the
stakeholders’ potential in resource protection.

The stakeholders relevant to Phru Kuan Kreng i.e. government officers, Tambol
Administrative Organizations, local people and non-governmental organizations are expecting
the situation of Phru Kuan Kreng to improve in the future. However, there are limitations on their
potential in view of their knowledge and way of thinking, especially on aspects of integrated
development, livelihcod development as well as resource conservation.

Training is needed for government personnel, Tambol Administrative Organizations and
local people , especially in resource conservation and sustainable use, the approach to
integrated rural development and people's participation in livelihood development.

Finally, the opinions expressed by the stakeholders on the extending of the Ramsar site
1o other zones in Thale Noi Non-hunting Area can be summarized as follows: The government
agencies or representatives who are neutral parties should educate villagers and members of
Tambol Administrative Organizations on natural resource utilization in the Ramsar site area e.g.
details, restrictions, and compromises. Meanwhile, an objective explanation on the benefits of
the Ramsar site should be provided for villagers before making decisions on whether the

Ramsar site should be expanded and to where it should expanded.
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