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Abstract

This study aimed to study the factors enhancing public participation given to Subdistrict
Administrative Organization with the good governance, the process, problems, and problem
management concerning local development planning and factors which led to being a Subdistrict
Administrative Organization with good governance. The data were collected through interview.
The sample group comprised of eight people involved in administering the local development
planning of the organization and 15 residents living in the area of the target Subdistrict
Administration Organization. Qualitative approach was employed, and the administration of the
local development planning of the target organization was observed. The findings showed that
generally, the level of participation of rural people was higher than that of urban residents. In
fact, it was the attitudes of people towards the Subdistrict Administrative Organization which
encouraged people to participate more, not their understanding in the local development planning
with public participation, nor their knowledge of the organization, nor the realization of their own
role and duty towards the organization. The findings also revealed that during a public meeting,
the number of Thai Buddhists was almost as high as that of Thai Muslims. However, the Thai
Buddhists were more enthusiastic in presenting projects than their counterparts. In addition, the
number of urban residents attending the public meeting was less than the rural people. During the
meeting, public reactions were usually satisfactory because of two reasons. Firstly, most of the
meeting participants were the same group of people who ever attended the previous meetings, and
their requirements had been fulfilled. Secondly, they were getting used to the meeting
procedures, so they were able to follow them well. Moreover, being a Subdistrict Administration

Organization with good governance could not be determined by only one indicator: public

()



participation, but various other assessment indicators. However, the public participation in local
development planning actually has effect on the appropriate existence of the organization with
good governance. In addition, the law clearly stipulated that local development planning with
public participation must come directly from the public requirement. Without public participation,
the local development would not be accomplished and would not meet the public needs. Hence,
the good management of Subdistrict Administrative Organization can be determined by the

indicator showing public participation in both local development planning and other issues.
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