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Abstract

This research intends to 1) compare the attitudes toward
terrorise in southern border provinces of the Thai Moslems living
in Tambon Kpongpinang, King-Amphoe Krongpinang, Changwat Yala, with
regard to their age, occupation, income, educational attainment,
Islamic educational attainment, information reception, and social
vstatus, 2) investigate the factors affecting their attitudes toward
terrorism there, and 3) compile their suggestions on how to solve
the terrorism problem in southern border provinces. The salbles in
the study are 281 Thai Moslems selected from the householders or
their representatives living in Tambon Krongpinang, King-Amphoe
Krongpinang, Changwat Yala. The research instrn;ent is an interview
schedule consisting of three parts : Part I for the respondents’
demographic information, Part II for the respondents” attitudes
toward the cause and state of terrorism in the area, and Part III
for their suggestions on how to solve the terrorism problem. The
statistical analysis of the data is performed by t-test, one-way
ANOVA, multiple comparison with Sheffe' s method, Chi-Square, and
multiple regression analysis to find the predictors of attitudes

toward terrorisa.
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The findings are as follows:

1. The Thai Moslems are uncertain in their attitudes toward
the cause and state of terrorism in southern border provinces.

2. There is a similarity in attitudes among the Thai Moslems
vho are different in age, occupation, income, educational attainment,
and Islamic educational attainment.

3. The Thai Moslems who receive lots of information are more
uncertain in their attitudes toward the cause and state of terrorism
than those who receive it moderately, at the level of significance of

.05

4. The Moslem community leaders are more uncertain in their
attitudes towérd the cause of terrorism in the area than those who are
not leaders, at .01 level.

‘ 5. The attitudes toward terrorism of the Thai Moslems are not
related to their age, occupation, income, educational attainment, and
Islamic educational attainment, so the research hypotheses stated in
2.1-2.5 are rejected; but are related to information reception at .05
level pf significance and to their social status, whether they are
compunity leader or not, at .01.

8. The reception of information is a predictor of the attitudes
towardvthe cause of terrorism in the area. It is accounted for 1.64 %
and significant at .05 level, as in the predictive equation following :

Il (cause of terrorism) = 2.4595 + .0388 (xg)

The suggestions are that offices working on terrorism suppression
like Por Tor Thor 43, the Administrative Office of Southern Border
Provinces, and the Police Head Quarter, Region 12 use public relationms
strategy to disseminate information to the Thai Moslems in order that
they are aware of the negative effect of terrorism upon people and

society, as well as the country.' Furthermore, they should be encouraged
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to participate in the prevention and suppression of terrorism through
various media fanging from people, performing art or folk entertainment,
“print media, to mass media. The aforementioned offices should develop
leadership ability of the Thai Moslems, so that they are able to help
develop their community and take evasive action from being exploited

or supportive to the terrorists.
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