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ABSTRACT

The research aimed to study the conversion of non-Muslims to Islam
in Thailand: A case study of Muallaf in five provinces Muslim communities along the
Andaman coast areas which are consisted of Phuket, Phangnga, Krabi, Trang, and
Ranong. The important characteristics of the study are Islamic teachings and factors
contributing non-Muslims to convert to Islam according to Islamic principles, the
causes of Islamic admission of Muallafs, Islamic learning of the Muallafs after
converting to Islam, the adaptation and ways to portray Muslim identities of the
Muallafs. The author observed the groups of participants and used in-depth interview
to collect data. This study analyzed the field data by descriptive analysis
methodology.

The results of the study showed that the Islamic doctrines which
identify believer lifestyles are consisting of both internal and external behavioral
elements, conforming with theories of behavior, identity, and adaptation. In relation
to the conversion to Istam, the changing of identities and new behaviors of non-
Muslims from the original religions to Islam revealed several factors, for example;
Istamic concept of Dawah (Invitation) and Hidayah (Guidance) as well as paying much
attention to new Muslims or Muallaf to adapt themselves, enhancing life quality
both personal and public aspects. All mentioned principles had been occurred
throughout the history of Islam.

The study revealed that the main factor of conversion to Islam was
the intermarriage between Buddhists and Muslims originally living in the Andaman
Coast Area Muslim Communities. However, there were other elements relating to the

conversion to Islam, especially economic changes such as employment in the areas,
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social interaction, and Muslim cultural models. The significant factors allowing
Muallafs to be well adapted were comprised of providing Islamic knowledge at local
Masjids and creating understanding to those who related with the Muallafs
particularly relatives and societies close to both sides. On the other hand, these
factors had not been well supported by the Islamic principles which aimed to

provide benefits for the Muallafs themselves and the society as a whole.
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The Converting of Non-Muslims into Islam in Thailand: A case Study of Muallaf
in Andaman Bay Area Communities

Parinya Prayadsap1 Abdullah Numsuk2

' Ph.D. Candidate (Istamic Studies), College of Istamic Studies, Prince of Songkla University.

2 Ph.D. (Usuluddin), Lecturer, College of Islamic Studies, Prince of Songkla University.

ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the converting of Non-Muslims Into Islam. Basic
knowledge of the principles of faith, ethics, morality. And the adaptation and
communication of Muallaf's identity in the Andaman coast. Both male and female
Muslims are admitted to Islam during the years 2550-2560. The qualitative research
method was used to collect data from the document. And interview the target
audience.

The research found that the converting into Islam of Muallaf in Andaman Area
Communities, mainly due to marriage, which is consistent with other provinces. In the
Andaman coastal provinces The basic principles for believers Practices and ethical
conduct, including communications, the identity of Muallaf in Andaman Bay Area
Communities and other provinces in the Andaman coastal areas that are consistent.
Muallaf is said Al Clough has lived of Islam. By adhering to the Quran and the example

of the Sunah Muhammad in a major operation.

Key word: The Converting Into Islam, Muallaf, Andaman Bay Area.
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