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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the construction of the identity of the old
town Takuapa that invoked the past to make a product in the tourism industry. Data
of this qualitative research were collected from in-depth interviews with 23
informants consisting of people who could provide historical data, activities
organizers, local entrepreneurs, government officials, merchants, and residents in the
old town. Non-participant observations were conducted in activities held in the old
town area. The data were classified, deciphered, interpreted, concluded, and
presented with analytical description.

The results showed that constructing the identity and creating new
definitions of the activities and tourist attractions in the old town were carried out by
replacing the present with the past. Baba Yaya costumes, local food and ancient
architecture are reintroduced through displays, simulations, and various forms of
replay. There are exhibitions, souvenir replicas of historic places, activities on
important festivals, historical retellings and transferring through street art, and
presenting representations of Old Town Takuapa to make it a cultural tourist
destination. Community development using its root for its survival through revival of
the fading past capital is made by giving it new meanings and reproducing the
existing meanings. This has commoditized Old Town Takuapa to become a
nostalgically cultural product by adding value to it and distributing income among

locals to improve community economy.
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to investigate how a space on Sri Takua Pa Road is turned
into a walking street in the context of tourism. This qualitative study is based on three concepts:
a process of commoditization, space, and tourism. The study area was Sri Takua Pa Road, the
location of Takua Pa Walking Street in Tambon Talat Yai, Takua Pa District, Phang-nga Province.
The research instruments were non-participatory and participatory observations, and in-depth
interviews with nine key informants. The data were collected and then categorized, decoded,
interpreted, and concluded before being presented with analytical description. It was founded
that Sri Takua Pa Road had been turned into a walking street to serve tourism. Tambon Takua Pa
Municipality in conjunction with Talat Yai community had campaigned for Sri Takua Pa to
become a cultural street depicting the road in the past. Locals were cooperated by bringing
goods to sell there every Sunday. The goods included special items of Takua Pa, foods, and
traditional snacks. Tourists visiting the place can feel themselves in an old-time atmosphere
surrounded by Sino-Portuguese houses, pictures of historical sites and objects, an ancient train,
Ban Takua Pa Museum, traditional toys, and a retrospective of open-air movie cinema.

Keywords: commoditization, tourism, Sri Takua Pa Road
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Old Town Takuapa: Identity Construction for Nostalgia Tourism

Abstract

This research aims to investigate the construction of an identity for nostalgia
tourism in the Old Town Takuapa. The data of this qualitative research were collected from in-
depth interviews of 10 informants consisting of elderly people who could provide historical data,
activities organizers, local entrepreneurs, state officials, vendors, residents of the Old Town and
tourists visiting the area. In addition, data were collected through non-participant observations.
In data analysis, the data were classified, interpreted, concluded, and presented with analytical
description. The results showed that constructing a new meaning by organizing activities to
make the area a nostalgia tourist destination is to revive the past identity through constructing it
with activities, traditional local costumes and dishes. Culture is commoditized to serve tourism,
add value, and economic value to them. This is conducted through conservation and

development of the community roots for survival by utilization of capital of the past.

Keywords: Old Town Takuapa ,constructing an identity ,tourism ,nostalgia
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to examine how ancient architecture and activities to revive the retro way of
life are used to construct local identity for culturally nostalgic tourism. The data of this qualitative research were
collected from in-depth interviews with 10 informants consisting of informants who gave historical data, group
members of tourism project organizers, community committee members, and tourists, and from non-participant
observations on the activities and projects organized in the town. The data were categorized, decoded, interpreted,
and concluded. The study found that local identities are used to upgrade the town for cultural tourism. Architectures
in the mining period of the town consisting of Sino-Portuguese buildings, Tao Ming School building, ancient town
walls, ancient official residence of the governor, Khun In’s House, Chinese shrines, and an ancient steam boiler
constitute one part of the town’s identity. The other part of the identity consists of activities that revive the retro way
of life. “Talad Kao” or the old market has been opened to represent the retro way of life, and street art on the wall
has been made available for tourists to have photos taken. Other activities include opening the Takola Town Gate,
paying respect to Phra Boromathat relics, and Baba Club activities based on ancient costumes, traditions, rituals, and

food. These ancient local identities have been used to construct the local identity for culturally nostalgic tourism.

Keywords: Old town Takuapa, local identity, nostalgic tourism
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