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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to study (1) the development of solid waste
management i Prik - Tok community during 2002 - 2004, (2) the levels of public participation in
solid waste management in the community and factors related to the participation levels,
(3) problems and limitations of the public participation in the solid waste management in
Prik — Tok community.

This study is based on both quatitative and qualitative research mecthods. The
population included one hundred and sixty-nine people from all households in Prik — Tok
communily area, Prik Tambon Municipality, Amphoe Sadao, Changwat Songkhla. Quantitative
data derived from interviews with questionnaires were analyzed with statistics, including
percentage , mean, standard deviation and a multiple stepwise regression analysis. The qualitative
rescarch methods comprise focus group discussions, non - structured nterviews, semi —
structurcd interviews, as well as both participant and non - participant observations.

The research findings show an extent of progress in the solid waste management in
Prik — Tok community after two years of implementation of projects and activities concerning the
issues, especially during 2002 - 2003. In general, the people increased their knowledge,
understanding, attitudes and behaviors in relation to the solid waste management issues.

Decrease in the solid waste quantity and cleanliness in the community was evident.
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The overall level of public participation in the community’s solid waste management is
medium, the average score for the participation in gaining benefits is higher than the other
components of participation.

As for the factors related to the public participation, the result of the stepwise
regression analysis shows that at the statiscal significant level of 0.05 two factors : the role of
a research team (comprising a graduate student from Prince of Songkhla University, the
community core-tcam and the municipal officials), and household income are related to the levels
of the participation respectively. These could explain 41.7 % of the variation in the public
participation in solid waste management in Prik - Tok community (R*=0.417).

The problems and limitations of the public participation in the solid waste management
projects are as follows: the villagers™ time constraints, the municipality’s limitations, including an
insufficient number of officials to coordinate and work with the villagers, a lack of efficient and
consistent public relations, a lack of consistent mobilization from the research team to promote
the public awareness and participation in the project.

It is recommended that the municipal policies focus on the development of an organic
waste management system, the capacity of its staff in terms of solid waste management issues, the
capacity and authority of community corc-teams to mobilize the community participation in the
wasle management issucs, as well as emphasizing participatory approaches to solid waste

management in the communities.



