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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research are: to investigate the degree of cultural integration
between Thai Buddhists and Thai Muslims in the Lower South provinces, and to explore the
factors contributing to the integration of the two cultures. The research employed both
quantitative and qualitative methods. The research sample was 394 people and key informant was
21 people living in the Area in Lower South provinces of Thailand. Data were obtained by means
of questionnaires and in-depth interviews. Descriptive statistics: frequency, percentage, mean and
standard deviation were calculated from the obtained data. A t-test, one-way ANOVA and
Multiple Regression analysis were carried out. The qualitative data were then analyzed by means
of content analysis.

Ethnographical data show that most of the research samples ware female
Muslims, at the 31-45 age range (X = 37), with the bachelor’s degree or higher educational
background, married and have been living in the Area for 21-40 years (X = 33). The levels of
supporting factors for the cultural integration was found at a high level, while the level of cultural
integration of Thai Buddhists and Thai Muslims was at a moderate level.

Personal factors, including age, level of education, the area in which the research
samples are living (certain sub-districts or districts) and the length of time residing in the area
were found to relate to the level of cultural integration between the Thai Buddhists and
Thai Muslims at a significant level 0.05. The factors found to be contributive to cultural
integration between Thai Buddhists and Thai Muslims in the Lower South provinces, at the
statistical level 0.01, include educational level, personal characteristics, indigenous
consciousness, shared public welfares and political stances, respectively. Guidelines for
incorporating culturally between Thai Buddhists and Thai Muslims were coexistence in

multicultural societies, developing relationship between people of two cultures, trust in each
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other, acceptance of cultural differences, respects for the individual and finally, the state policy to

strive for equality among these people.
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Reliability Coefficients
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N of Cases = 30 N of Items = 4
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Reliability Coefficients
N of Cases = 30 N of Items = 3
Alpha=0.811
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Reliability Coefficients
N of Cases = 30 N of Items = 4
Alpha =0.842
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Reliability Coefficients
N of Cases = 30 N of Items = 8

Alpha=0.826
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Reliability Coefficients
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Reliability Coefficients
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