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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this qualitative research were to study the Muslim Student
Society at the Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai campus in aspects as follows: its history,
evolution of its management, evolution of its roles, and problems or obstacles faced during its
operation.

It was found that the evolution of each aspect can be divided into four periods.
That is, the first period (1987 — 1983) is the period of establishment and initiation of student
activities which laid a foundation for activities in the subsequent periods. The management was
simple. Its major role was to serve its members within the society. The obstacle during this period
was Halal food consumption.

In the second period (1984 — 1988), the Muslim Student Society encouraged
students to follow religious dress and raised understanding of the dress code change. In addition,
its roles were extended beyond the university. In term of management, it was not much different
from its first period.

In the third period (1989-2008), Islam gender roles became evident. Shura was
used to select the society president. Its role in this period mainly concerned behavior adjustments
related to Islam teachings. The main challenge of this society in this period was the different
opinions among its members.

In the fourth period or the present period (2009 — 2011), the Muslim Student
Society attempts to maintain its objective of continuously getting together. Furthermore, it tries to
find a permanent place for praying. Its roles are both within and outside the university. Its

management is not different from the past but there are certain changes to suit current situations.
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