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Thesis Title The Roles of Buddhist Monks in Contemporary

Thai Prose
Author Mrs. Supornpong Suwannarat
Hajor Progranm Thai (Literature)
Academic Year 1392
ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to analyze the roles of Buddhist monks as
reflected in contemporary Thai prose in three aspects: roles of the
Buddhist monks, the writers® views of those roles and literary
values of suech works.

The findings reveal that most writers have the awareness
of the importance of the Buddhist monks” roles in Thai society.
Buddhist monks " roles in the literary works in this research fall
into three categories in accordance with social and political
contexts: they are roles concerning politics, roles relating to the
philosoph& of life, and those concerning issues of righteous conduct.
In the writers® views, the most admirable roles, those profoundly
meeting the expectations as the ideal norm of the society, are that
Buddhist monks must be possessed of great understanding of the
principles of Buddhism ; they must understand ways of secular life
and society: they must be dependable and capable of guiding lay
persons in solving their everyday problems ; and they must also be a
good model for other Buddhist followers to live a typical Thai way

of life. For the detestable roles are those roles in which Buddhis$
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nonks violate the observance of the Norm-Disciples prescribed for
all Buddhist monks; they misbehave at varying levels of righteous
conducts, which in turn have adversed impacts at varying degrees
on society. As for the literary value of the works under
investigation, it is found that the works which subtly deal with
life in terms of problems and solutions would impress the readers
with a sense of literary arts and at the same time inspire the
readers to improve themselves and to follow a righteous course of
life. On the contrary, the literary value of the works in which
the writers try explicitly to convey too many conceptual messages
would be lower, and the profound ethical value of such works wonld

in turn be lower.
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