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Abstract

A cross-sectional descriptive study was reported on the environmental
sanitation conditions of former patients with severe diarrhea disease in the years 1994-
2000 at Tambol Ku-Tao, Amphoe Hat Yai, Changwat Songkhta. All of previously
reported patients in Tambol Ku-Tao, including 3 in Moo 6 Ban Ku-Tao and 32 in
Moo 7 Ban Tai . formed the study population . Three aspects of sanitation conditions
were investigated, including management of drinking water and water for general
consumption, possession and use of toilet, and garbage management. Information was
obtained through interviewing the patients with a structured questionaire and
observation during a walk-through survey. The study revealed that the former patients
in Moo 6 Bar Ku-Tao had significantly better environmental sanitation conditions than
those in Moo 7 Ban Tai on management of drinking water and water for general
consumption and on possession and use of toilet (p < 0.05). However, there was no
difference on the condition of garbage management between the 2 groups (p > 0.05).
Samples of drinking water, ice, water for general consumption, and vegetable from each
household were cultured for £. coli and coliform bacteria. Positive correlation was found
between number of coliform bacteria in water for general consumption and number of
coliform bacteria in vegetable (r = 0.714, p < 0.01). Therefore, prevention and control of
severe diarthea disease in Tambol Ku-Tao shouid concentrate on the environmentai
sanitation management, especially the management of drinking water and water for

general consumption.
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