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and Teachers’ Perceptions
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were fourfold: 1) to study English teachers’ beliefs in
integrating cultural content into teaching Foundation English, 2) to investigate the relation
between teachers’ beliefs and their classroom practices, 3) to examine the cultural content in a
series of the commercial English textbooks entitled My World 4-6, and 4) to investigate learning
activities in the textbooks and their relation to teacher’s practice. The participants in this study
were 30 teachers under Secondary Education Service Area Office 13 (Krabi-Trang) who agreed
to use the same series of textbooks. From 30 participants, 21 teachers returned the questionnaire
and 17 volunteered to be interviewed. Data collection instruments employed were a set of
questionnaires on teachers’ beliefs, a set of questions used for semi-structured interviews and two
sets of analytical frameworks for textbook analysis (one was for cultural content, the other for
learning activities). The questionnaire revealed that the majority of respondents believed th at the
aim of English language teaching was to enhance students’ grammatical knowledge as well as
their Intercultural Communicative Competence. In practice, it was also found that the participants
emphasized the teaching of grammar rather than promoting students’ cultural knowledge. The
cultural content the research participants taught were about cultural practices and products. The
results of the textbook analysis demonstrated that cultural content mainly referred to positive
aspects of cultural practices and products of the target culture especially the British and American
cultures while the content related to other cultural backgrounds such as perspectives was under -
represented. Regarding learning activities in the textbooks, it was also found that the textbooks

dealt with grammatical aspects of giving descriptions more often than training students to



®)

interpret or to respond to other people in terms of cultural content, which was in agreement with

the activities the research participants used in their classroom.
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The Biased Representation of Cultural Content in ELT Textbooks

Aty meing’
TAAA LAINITL UL
Abstract

It is widely accepted that English nowadays is used as an international language; its
learners therefore need to be aware of cultural differences and possess Intercultural Communicative
Competence. Such knowledge could in part be acquired from English language teaching textbooks.
The findings of this content analysis study, however, discovered that the analyzed textbooks (My
World 4-6) were unable to provide variety and depth of cultural content, which resulted in a
deficiency in promotion learners’ ability to fully participate in intercultural communication. Cultural
content mainly referred to positive aspects of the target culture especially British and American such
as tourism and consumerism. Likewise the content relating to other cultural backgrounds were
under-represented as was content about source (or Thai) culture and especially international culture
which is deemed necessary for learners being exposed to and being made aware of the cultural
diversity of people they communicate with. It is recommended that English language textbooks
provide additional opportunities to deliver a more diverse cultural content, such as social issues,
from sources other than that of the target culture. Additionally, teachers should view textbooks as
teaching resource which form an integral part of a larger package of relevant teaching materials and

supplement them accordingly.

Keywords: Intercultural Communicative Competence (ICC), Culture, ELT textbooks, English as an

International Language (EIL)
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The Influence of Teachers’ cultural beliefs on the Promotion of High School’s

Students Intercultural Communicative Competence
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Abstract

Nowadays, the role of English has shifted from a foreign language to an international one
and thus affecting English language teaching ideology, namely it aims at promoting learners’
intercultural communicative competence. The objectives of this study were threefold: 1). to study
English teachers’ beliefs in integrating cultural content into teaching Foundation English, 2). to
investigate the relation between teachers’ beliefs and practices, and 3). to examine learning activities
in a series of teacher-use textbook and the relation with classroom practices. The participants in this
study were 30 teachers under Secondary Education Service Area Office 13 (Krabi-Trang); 21
teachers answered the questionnaire and 17 interviewees, all of them agreed upon using the
commercial textbook entitled My World 4-6. Data collection instruments employed in this study were
a set of questionnaire on teachers’ beliefs, a set of questions used for semi-structured interviews
and a framework for analyzing types of learning activities. It was revealed that almost of
questionnaire respondents believed that the aim of English language teaching was to enhancing
their grammatical knowledge as well as having intercultural communicative competence. In practice,
however, the participants focused more on teaching grammar rather than promoting students’

cultural knowledge. The results of the interviews and textbook analysis were in agreement in that
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both devoted teaching grammatical aspects of giving descriptions more often than training students
to interpret or to respond to cultural content. It is suggested that teachers should be trained how to
design classroom activities for students to take part in more in-depth interactions concerned cultural
content. For future research, a comparative study between international commercial textbooks and
local textbooks should be conducted. Also, classroom observations might yield a clearer picture

regarding actual teachers’ practice.

Key words: Intercultural communicative competence, Teachers’ belief, Teachers’ practice, Textbook
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