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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study aimed to investigate the community rights and dynamics of the
community rights of Nathab Canal Community, Nathab Sub-district, Chana District, Songkhla Province. In-
depth interviews and focus group discussions were conducted with community leaders, local government
officials and groups of villagers from all 14 villages. The results of the study revealed the following. (1)
Nathab Canal Community is well-aware that Nathab Canal is an important community resource passed down
from generation to generation and everyone has the right to use it and share the space without conflicts and
without using violence holding on to traditions, personal relationships, and kinship system. (2) Regarding the
community rights situation, it was found that many projects from the government and local capital groups had
entered the community and some were entering the community in the near future. There was no clear symbol
of development for Nathab Canal Community due to diversified references under the development discourse,
and (3) Regarding public hearing for the projects, it was found that data were partially provided, one-sided data
with only the positive side of the projects were provided; and there were problems of unsuitable representative
system including conflict of interests. (4) Concerning important problems about community rights, it was found
that water pollution in Nathab Canal resulting from unwanted materials being released into the canal with
negligence toward community rights affected the community’s way of life. The fishermen’s awareness of the
decrease and extinction of aquatic animals in the canal, and death of a large number of fishes raised in baskets
were important indicators for the crisis of Nathab Canal. (5) Due to the crisis of the canal, the community had
adapted itself in various forms according to the condition of each family’s resources. Families that raised fish
in baskets had turned to breed their own fish or changed to other types of fish that can withstand polluted water.
Families that owned enough land had turned to vegetable farming, flower farming or rubber plantations. For
families of native fishery, they had to go out further into sea for fishing and seek for methods that could keep
their catch fresh longer. (6) The community had tried to strengthen itself against the projects entering the
community through demonstrations but they didn’t last long as those in other communities. (7) The community
had projects to conserve Nathab Canal but still lacked power in protecting its resources and the conservation

groups were not strong enough and lacked continuity, and thus were not able to build symbolic power to put

(4)



state policy into practice, and (8) Regarding the dynamics of Nathab Canal Community, it was found that the
problem of community rights, demand for rights and community reactions from the past to the present that had

changed according to social situations were sometimes proactive and other times submissive.

(5)
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