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ABSTRACT

The research purpose is to study the process of participatory policy for agri-food
safety in the local level by a case study of Songkhla, the southern province of Thailand. The study
is designed for qualitative research which used the Grounded Theory method to develop
theoretical model that able to explain the involvement of stakeholders and factor supporting the
participation in the process of public policy to improve agri-food safety. The data were collected
from 15 representatives of various group leaders within the network and participant observation
was used to cross-validate the data obtained. The collected data were analyzed according to the
approach of grounded theory.

The study found that, the policy process of Songkhla agri-food safety
collaborative network consists of five steps. First, policy formation; develop policy choice from
the sub-area network. Second, policy decision; mutual decision making to determine mutual goal
to develop virtue production system, fair and sustainable marketing, appreciative consumption.
Third, the policy implementation which emphasizes sharing work and resources according to the
mission harmonizing to the aim of each organization. Using group process to mutual monitoring
and sharing information, which is charitable to attitude adjustment to trust and recognize the
different work cultures for working together. Fourth, evaluation by using group process to
summarize and shared lesson learnt. Fifth, policy reviewing to review the operation by using
group process to summarize the result and to review the changing situation, that cause mutual
learning about success factors and lead to further develop the policy and planning. There are four
supporting mechanisms to encourage participation of the network, including; the coordinating
mechanism that has recognized by the network and working constantly, the network management

by organizing the appropriate structure, relation development and expanding the network, setting

©)



the mutual learning process of the network and developed the knowledge of agri-food safety, and
they organized the social communication to stimulate the networks and society continuously, that
causing the social learning about the value of food safety and the working process of the network,
and lead to a wider network expansion.

The study found social policy instead of public policy. Hence, the social capital
existing in the area, especially civil society network and knowledge are the key factors to build
the collaborative network as a tool for the participation of public and private sectors in the
boarder term of food safety. The knowledge gained from this study can be applied to develop
a collaborative network of public and private sectors for agricultural and food safety in other

areas, or may be applied for the collaborative network in other issues.
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(2) AWVVEIWAN (Incremental Model)
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(3) MMVUNINUNUNAYND ( Strategic Planning Model)
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