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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate the lifestyle of Thai Muslim working women in the
present time to see whether the social and cultural changes that had taken place affected the
context and were the condition that affected the lifestyle of Thai Muslim women, and whether the
changes were the conditions that supported, pushed or opened the way for Thai Muslim women to
work outside the home. The objectives of the study were to investigate the context and conditions
of Thai Muslim who work outside the home. The concepts about lifestyle of Muslim women,
women in Thai society, and effects of problems about the status of women were reviewed. The
data were collected through in-depth interviews and observations conducted with married Thai
Muslim working women with at least one child so as to understand the lifestyle of Thai Muslim
women in the role they played as a child, a wife, and a mother in a family of Thai Muslims in
Satun Province. Content analysis was carried out by systematically classifying all the data
collected from in-depth interviews. The data were then interpreted and linked with related
concepts and theories.

The results of the study revealed that the social and cultural changes in the social
context of Satun Province affected the lifestyle of Thai Muslim women working outside the home
which was a public space from their childhood to elderly-hood. They had to conduct themselves
in accordance with their religious principles from they way they dress to the occupations they
took, their education, and family life. Their role as a housewife, a daughter-in-law, a wife, and a
mother in a Muslim family affected their Thai Muslim family members who were males, namely
son, husband and father. The results of the study showed that the conditions that opened the way,
pushed and supported women to work outside the home were: expectations from others, training
and teaching they received, and values instilled in them. They were prepared for work from the

time they were young as they had to learn to serve and facilitate others. These had prepared them
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to do work outside the home such as working in a laundry shop, and selling ready-to-eat foods,
etc. Members of the family divided housework among themselves and if Thai Muslim women
lacked good management, these conditions would become heavy burdens for them.

Moreover, in Thai social context, new occupations had emerged such as laundry
shops and beauty salons, etc. which had become compensations and support for Thai Muslim
working women. Working outside the home had created social values for Thai Muslim women
giving them a social status, enhancing the family’s status, honor, and prestige. In the past, the
honor and prestige of Thai Muslim women were their being a good housewife.

This study provided understanding in the lifestyle of Thai Muslim working
women that had changed according to the social context that had also changed. Thai Muslim
women had to manage their role as a daughter, a wife, a daughter-in-law, and a mother which
were the conditions for Thai Muslim working women in Satun Province. From this study, it is
recommended that further studies should be conducted with a wider scope of study to cover the
social context where Islamic law is used, and Islamic lifestyle that has been fully recognized and
compare it with the social context where general law is used in order to gain more understanding

about Thai Muslim women in different contexts.
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