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Abstract _

It’s a detailed analysis of the causes of discontent among the
Thai-Muslims in the South, and the Thai government’s policies towards this
minority group. The problem of the miority stands out because of its poli-
tical significance - secessional aspiration of the Thei Malays towards Ma-
laysia and the fear of the Thai government of their co-operation with the
communists who are active along the border, and this is due to a strong
anti-communist attitude of the government. Thai government's policy towards
the groups started in Rama V's reign, then proposed gradual assimilation of
the two cultures. But in Luang Phibul’s time, after 1932 Revolution, the
policy persued was so drastic and ultranataionalistic that this minority
group began to hate the government and resisted -~ thus created the grave
problem that later governments and the solve. Thai govermment’s attempt to
ameliorate the situation by imprbving this minority’s social and economic
conditions, so far been neglected, is still not enough to solve the delicats
problem. However one must realize that the situation cannot work miracle

over-night and we can see that Thai government has still a long way to go.
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