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ABSTRACT

The research of Modernity and the Commoditization of Muay Thai aimed to
study the procedure in commoditization of Muay Thai in modern time. Data were collected by
means of participant observation and in-depth interviews. The interviewees included 21
informants. The key informants were Muay Thai boxers, trainers, gym owners, promoters, and
referees included 7 key informants and the other informants were Muay Thai gamblers, Muay
Thai commentators, boxer’s family, and foreigners included 14 other informants. The concepts of
modernity and commoditization were used as a framework for the analysis. The data were
categorized, decoded, interpreted and also examined by triangulation.

Results show that roles of Muay Thai depend on the semiology and signification
of Muay Thai to the Thai society within the various. In the first Muay Thai belonged to the Thai
men for fight in the war then Muay Thai changed to the sport and finally Muay Thai become to
commoditization in modern time. After the first standard boxing stadium was built, the semiology
of Muay Thai has changed to different way and superimpose in the same time; national sport,
Thai identity, become a business, and gambling.

Regarding modernity is an important catalyst to turn Muay Thai into
commoditization by modern technology through mass media, especially television and telephone.
Muay Thai has been commoditized by many parties, mostly for profits. All activities were done,
again, for profits. These include the gym owners who want to gain fame for themselves try to
push their boxers to fight in a standard stadium. That is why they need to have close relationship
with the promoters. The boxers who are directly involved in the boxing competition, if not
because of poverty, would rarely choose the occupation that hurt their own body. The sponsors
see Muay Thai match as the time to present their merchandise to the spectators whether by putting

placards up in the stadium or advertisement spots during the breaks in the live broadcast on TV.

)



The promoters who arrange the match are the main stakeholders of the match because they are the
investors in the competition. The income from ticket sales deducted by expenses such as stadium
rent and pay for the boxers will be what the promoters receive from each match. It also includes

the spectators who are all gamblers.
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