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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to investigate 1) the social, economic,
physical, sources of information and psychological factors of Thepha self-help land
settlement members, 2) the agricultural knowledge needs and methods of leaming
for the prefered training courses, 3) the relationship between social, economic,
physical, sources of information and psychological factors and the agricultural
knowledge needs of Thepha Self-Help land settlement members, and 4) associated
problems and suggestions for acquiring agricultural knowledge of the Thepha Self-
Help land settlement group.

The data were collected by using a constructed interview and the sample
studied was 115 setﬂers in the Thepha Self-Help land settlement, Changwat
Songkhla. Statistical analyses for percentages, arithmetic mean, chi-square and were
performed.

The study revealed that the majority of settlers were family leaders and male.
The average age was 5140 years and they had completed grade 4 education.
Farmers represented 42.6 % of the group and they belonged to an agricultural Co-
operative. the average income was 52,635.22 baht per family per year. Average
family size was 5 persons with an average member of 3 persons working as
agricultural labours. Average farm land per family was 18,17 rai. More than 33 % of
settlers were in debt for agriculture and had sufficient water for their agricultural

uses. The settler had farm machines. Merchants bought their products at the farm.

(%)




Average distance from house fo the Thepha Self-Help land seftlement was 4.22
kilometres and distance from farm to market was 5.22 kilometres, Information
exposure through such means as personnal contact was 44.3 % and television was
89.6 %

Most of the settlers needed more tfraining in growing crops than raising
animals, agro-industry, or fisheries. |

The methods of training were lectures, demonstrations and field trips, The
best time for training was during March to April on Monday to Friday in the after
noon, with each course lasting about 4-6 days.

The statistical analysis by chi-square test revealed, that there were
correlations between the agricultural knowledge needs and the farm machine,
sufficient water and information from mass media and no comrelations between sex,
age, education level, farmer s group, leadership, family incomes, number of
agricultural laborens in family, size of land holdings, loan uses, agricultural product
sales, distance from home to settlement, distance from home fo market, sources of
information from individuals, Agricultural attitures and motivation.

Associated problems were vocational capital, plant diseases, price of
agricultural product decrease. The findings suggest that the Songkhla southemn
regional self-help land settlement development centre should be leamed with
vocational capital, visits to farm, providing agricultural markets, training in other

occupationals, promoting and providing training,

(6
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