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Thesis Title Cultural Tourism Activities with Community Participation in Songkhla
Old Town
Author Miss Sawanporn Udomrat
Major Program Rusiness Administration Program in Tourism Management
Academic Year 2013
ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were fo investigate activities and explorc towrists’
needs for Cultural Tourism activities in Songkhla Old Town, and to design Cuitural Towrism
activities with community participation in Songkhla Otd Town. The main informants of this
participatory action research were: people in the private sector and people related to it
government officials and people in public organizations, and a group of tourists. The rescarch
instruments were: participatory observation forms and in-depth interview forms. The data were
classified, decoded, interpreted, and tested through triangulation.

The results of the study revealed that the main cight tourism activities were:
Consumption and buying of local foods, sightseeing tours to look at old buildings, visiting
important religious places, visiting museums, taking a tricycle around town, Singora tram tour,
Songkhta Tae Raek Fair, and festive activities. The overall image of Songkhia cultural tourism
activities could not yet present clear identities; they therc were not attractive and not well-
managed. Activities that were most wanted by tourists were dining and shopping for local goods
while enjoying the atmosphere on Thanon Nang Ngam where old buildings are still intact and
paying respect to the City Pillar Shrine. These three activities are on Thanon Nang Ngam and
they are mmutually dependent. Furthermore, Songkhla Tae Rack Fair and festive activitics are
wanted tourists, too, The pattern of Culfural Tourism activitiesrwere based on two themes:
“Happy holidays in Songkhla Old Town” is the package tour and "Friends together in Songkhla
Old Town® is sightsceing by using the game walking around town. Both themes promote
knowledge and understanding about history, relationships among family members, friends and

people in the community.
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