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Abstract

This study aimed to examine (1) the social and economic feature of the farmers
growing chemical-free vegetables, (2) the general condition of chemical-free vegetable
preduction of the farmers, (3) the sccial and economic benefits from chemical-free vegetable
production of the farmers, and (4) the farmers’ satisfaction toward chemical-free vegetable
preduction in Bang Riang Subdistrict, Khuan Niang District, Songkhla Province. The data was
collected from 67 farmers; in addition, the data was analyzed by the descriptive statistics such as
frequency, percentage and mean.

The sccial and economic characteristics of the farmers are described as details. The
farmers are more males than females, 43 years old on average and Buddhists. The farmers,
58.20%, are married and living as couples. Half of the farmers, 53.70%, are educated in middle
school level. The household members are 3.65 people; in addition, 3.41 members help grow
vegetables. The farmers, 41.80%, grow vegetables as their main occupation. The farmers,
58.20%, grow vegetable as secondary occupation. The pericd of farmers’ participation regarding
chemical-free vegetable project is 3.93 years. The average net incomes are 23,194.03 baht/month
while the average household expenditures are 17,044.78 baht/month.

The general condition of the farmers’ chemical~free vegetable production is described
as follows. The farmers allocate 2.78 rais on average for vegetable production before the project
participation. The agricultural land ownership and current land use are 7.31 rais on average. The

land ownership for vegetable production is 2.70 rais on average. All farmers grow vegetables on
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their own land. The farmers have experienced in vegetable production for 12.70 years while their
experience in chemical-free vegetable producticon is 8.63 years on average. All farmers make their
decisien to participate in the project because they are supported with production factors and
distribution sources for chemical-free vegetables, 61.20%. During 2 year of production crop, most
of the farmers grow onion and parsley. All farmers apply organic fertilizers for chemical-free
vegetable production. The farmers encounter vegetable diseases; in addition, 88.10% of them face
angular leaf spot, which leads to crispy leaf. All farmers control plant diseases with herbs. The
problems, which the farmers have experienced, are described as details. The production and
treatment procedures for chemical-free vegetables are more complicated than normal vegetable
production and the production cost is high. All farmers participate in the training activity
organized by Subdistrict Administrative Organization (SAO). Furthermore, the other agencies
provide further knowledge concerning chemical-free vegetable production.

The sccial and economic benefits from chemical-free vegetable production of the
farmers revealed as details. The farmers® total incomes from vegetable production before the
project participation are 16,910.45 baht per month while the total incomes after the project
participation are 21,462.69 baht per month. The farmers’ expenditures in vegetable production
before the project participatit;n are 8,597.01 baht per month while the expenditures after the
project participation are 5,880.60 baht per month. The savings before the project participation are
2,132.84 baht per month while the savings after the project participation are 2,902.99 baht per
month. The majorities, 61.20%, implement their savings with the saving group. The farmers’ total
liabilities before the project participation are 28,014.93 baht while total liabilities after the project
participation are 17,522.39 baht. The farmers, 49.30%, are financed by the agricultural
cooperatives. All farmers agree that the relationship among household members becomes better
once they participate in the project. The farmers totally agree with the participation in chemical-
free vegetable producticn organized by SAO. The farmers’ living condition after the project
participation organized by SAO is well improved. In addition, all farmers agree with the

advantage of the project participation.
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The farmers’ satisfaction toward chemical-free vegetable production is described as
follows. The administration of SAQ is rated as highly satisfied with the average score at 4.32,
The farmers’ satisfaction toward the farmers’ occupation as overall is rated as highly satisfied
with the average score at 4.42. The farmers’ satisfaction toward their ways of life and community

is rated as highly satisfied with the average score at 4.44.
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