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Abstract

The aim of this research was to study the levels and factors affecting the
roles of temples in conservation and restoration of the cultural environment in Changwat
Songkhla in order to gauge the opinion and concepts regarding conservation and
restoration of the cultural environment from both representatives of the temples and
representatives of the communities. Two research approaches were used in this study :
qguantitative and qualitative. The quantitative study analyzed data from 102 questionnairs
and interviews of legal representatives of 30 temples using descriptive statistics, t-test,
analysis of variance and mulliple regression analysis in the Statistical Package for
Social Sciences-Personal Computer Plus (SPSS/PC+) computer package. The
qualitative study was carried out by in-depth interviews, observation and documentary
research. From four temples having high and low levels of performances in conservation
and restoration of the cultural environment, the study included the abbot, the deputy

abbot, the assistant abbot, a temple committee member, a monk's helper and a

representative of the community, providing s totatof 24 subfects:

The result of the quantitative study showed that the roles of most femples in

_conservation and restoration of the cultural environment were at a moderate level. The

roles, mostly comprised preservation, protection, taking care of, restoration, and use
and provision of community services. Factors related to the differences in the roles of
temples in the conservation and restoration of the cultural environment were levels of
‘ormal education, knowledge, appreciation of the value of the cultural environment,

~onflicts among legal representatives and local participation of conservation and
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restoration of the cultural environment. It was found that local participation and
knowledge of conservation and restoration of the cultural environment were statistically
significant factors affecting the roles of temples in conservation and restoration of the
culiural environment.

A number of conditions were identified from the qualitative study in two
temples with high level of performances in conservatibn and restoration of the cultural
environment : the abbots were good leaders and had knowlege about conservation
and restoration of the cultural environment; there was no conflict within the temple or
between the temple and the community; and the tocal community was regularly involved
in temple activities.

The finding of quantitative part of the study that knowlege and participation
in the conservation and restoration of thel cultural environment an impact on the roles of
temples in the conservation and restoration of the cultural environment is consistent with
the finding of the qualitative study that temples in which the personnel have knowlege
about the cultural environment tend to be leaders, participate and play a good role in
the conservation and restoration of the cuitural environment.

Factors related to the difference in the role of temples in the conservation
and restoration of the in the quantitative study, except for that of formal education.In the
gualitative study it was found that is temples which played a good role, those with the
greatest role, for example the abbot, did not have a high level of formal education,

completing only primary or three years of secondary education, but nevertheless played

an outstanding rote in the conservation and restoration of the cultural environment.This

was because, people accepting duties from the abbot were constantly reminded about

—+he-importance-of the conservation -and-restoration- of-the-cultural-environment.and of .

cooperation among various groups of the community.Thus, despite the low level of
formal education, the level of knowledge regarding conservation and restoration of the
cultural environment was good.The opposite situation was seen in the temples where the

ibbot had been educaled to the bachelor lavel but where there were conflicts within the
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temple and between the temple and the community, a lack of cooperation in various
activities, and limitations on the dissemination of information. Such temples were in need
of improvement. These qualitative findings were not consistent with the finding of

thequantitative part of the study.
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