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Synopsis

Nakhon Si Thammarat, the highest population province in Southern Region, is the
mportant historical city. Many ancient historical evidences from Neolithic age through present time
were discovered.

There are several historical sites from several ages throughout Nakhon Si Thammarat
provice. Many sites were renovated to be the country’s famous tourist attractions such as Wat Phra
Mahathat. Some sites were developed to be historical tourist attractions in combination with eco-
tourist attractions such as Krung Ching National Park (Khao Luang National Park / Krung Ching
waterfall) or in combination with religious places for Buddhism and Brahmans. Architectural
buildings such as the Thai style monks’ residence f Wat Wang and TAT’s District 2 Southern Region
office building received the best conservation effort award from the Siam Architects Society.

In term of tourism potential, Nakhon Si Thammarat links tourist attractions from eastern
to western coastal by linking the upper southern tourism center at Surat Thani province with the lower
southern tourism center at Songkhla and the western coastal tourism center at Phuket. More over,
there are variety of tourist attractions in Nakhon Si Thammarat such as natural scenery at Khao Luang
peak which is the highest of the peaks in southern Thailand, white sand and beautiful rocks line of
beaches, as well as streams for rafting and canoeing activities. In addition, the diversity of Nakhon Si
Thammarat unique culture and tradition originates interesting festivals such as Hae Pha Khun Thai
Festival (a procession bearing a religious cloth to wrap around the Phra Borom Thai Chedi pagoda),
Festival of the Tenth Lunar Month, Lak Phra Festival (p procession bearing a Buddha image around
the city), and Ching Pret (a ceremony where the living try to appease the spitits by taking food to
temples to make merit). As a result, Nakhon Si Thammarat has high potential to be an international
tourist destination since traveling expenses in Nakhon Si Thammarat are more economical than other
existing tourist centers.

Nakhon Si Thammarat’s tourist attractions, more over, are valuable information centers

for community education and can be transformed as centers for self-education.
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