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ABSTRACT

This research is intended (1) to measure the levels of primary health care
practices implemented at the village level by community health workers in Changwat
Songkhla, (2) to establish the relationship among human factors, psychological
characteristics of development workers and primary health care practices,
and (3) to investigate factors effecting primary health care practices. The independent
variables in this study include sex, level of education, experience in primary health care
practices, income, knowledge in primary health care practices, relationship between
community health workers and village health volunteers, relationship between
community health workers and the communities, attitude toward primary health care
practices, internal control, future-orientation and self-control, need of achievement, and
moral reasoning. The dependent variable is the village-level primary health care
practice.

Through a proportional stratified sampling, 232 subjects are drawn from 550
community health workers from health centers or community hospitals in
Changwat Songkhla. A questionnaire is used in collecting the data. Percentage,
arithmetic mean, and standard deviation are used in data analysis. The
relationship between afore-mentioned factors and village-level primary health care
practices is established through Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient while
factors effecting primary health care practices are determined by a stepwise multiple

regression analysis
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The research findings are as follows:

1. Overall, primary health care practices are found to be at a ‘good” level.
However, when each area is considered, it is found that practices in the areas of
Output BMN. Indicators, Process Self Reliance Indicators, and Health Accessibility
Indicators are at a ‘very good” level.

2. Overall, the relationship between community health workers and the
communities correlates with primary health care practices with the significant
difference of .001 while that between community health workers and village health
volunteers, and attitude toward primary health care practices correlate with primary
health care practices with the significant difference of .01. Experience in primary heaith
care practices and income corelate with primary health care practices with the
significant difference of .05.

3. Multiple coefficient of correlation (R) of the relationship between
community health workers and the communities (X7), attitude toward primary health
care practices (Xg) and income (Xg) is established at .3168 with the significant
difference of .001. The prediction value {Rz) is .1003, and the
prediction equation for unstandardized scores is formulated as:

Y = 28.2430+2.1599(X7)+2.0538(Xg)+2.0039(Xq)

Based on the above findings, the researcher would suggest that personnel
development with emphasis on relationship with the communities, attitude toward
primary health care practices, and moral support be initiated by authorities in district
health offices, community hospitals, provincial health offices as well as Southemn
Regional Training Center for Primary Health Care Development. In addition, responsible
organizations should implant sound principles and attitudes toward primary health care

practices in health personnel so as to enable them to perform their functions efficiently.
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