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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were: 1)The dynamics of economics social physical
biological terms and conditions of employment of household workers rubber planters. 2)Nature of work
and wages of labor employment household rubber planters 3)Guidelines to improve the performance of
labor,employment, household rubber planters. by a study in six districts namely Sadao District, Hatyai
District, Rattaphum District, Kuanniang District, Namom District and Bangklum District of Songkhla
Province. The sample is to workers hired labor in the rubber plantations of rubber planters was 395
households, were sampled by a particular data were collected using structured questionnaires. Descriptive
statistics used to analyzies quantitative data on the frequency the data were collected using unstructured
interviews with 60 people

Higher rubber prices have both positive and negative impacts on rubber farmers’ socio-
economic system and production, i.e. the positive effect is the farmers’ higher incomes while the negative
effect is labor shortage, particularly the problems of quantity and quality of rubber tappers. The result of
this study revealed that farmer households were likely to hire more tapping labor, which would change
patterns of sharing benefits between rubber plantation owners and share tappers. Three payment patterns
were found: ratio, daily wage, and activities. The share cropping tapping systems settled between rubber
owners and the contract tappers found in the study area were 60:40, 55:45, 50:50 and 70:30 ratios. The
choices of ratio depend on the plantation area, the labor situation in the area and the trees’ age. Generally,
the owner is responsible for care and maintenance of the plantation. It was also found that rubber tappers
were from two main sources: local tappers, who were the owner’s relatives and non-relatives, and tappers
from outside, mainly from Northeastern Thailand and other countries e.g. Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia.
The rubber tapping activities include sharpening a tapping knife, preparing tapping tools, tapping,
collecting rubber latex, preparing yields (e.g. latex or rubber sheets), and taking yields to the selling site.

A share tappers average working period is 6-8 hours. The impacts of higher rubber prices on share tappers



are higher competition in hiring skilled tapping labor, wage rate change, wage bargaining, and changes in

share tappers activities.
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