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Abstract

Project Title : Acceplance of Persons Living with HIVIAIDS Fishing Industry Families in Provinces of The Lower South

Key Words : acceptance of persons living with HIV/AIDS | fishing families, four lower southern provinces

This quantitative research was designed to explain the conditional phenomena and the precess of accepting
HWV/AIDS patients by their fishing communities in lower southern provinces and to compare the conditions and the
process of acceptance in different communities in four lower southern provinces: Satun, Pattani, Narathiwat, and
Songkhla. The informants were males and females in the age range between 10 and 74 years old who were Muslim
Thais or Buddhist Thais who had been converted o Muslims by marnage. These 80 informants consisted of 2 HIV
infected persons, 4 AIDS patients, 16 family members and close relatives, 61 community members consisting of
community leaders, both local administrators and religious leaders (Tohimam), public health volunteers, teachers and
other people residing near and far, including 4 related public health officials. The data were collected during February
and August 2000 using in-depth interviews, observation and focus group discussions. The data were tested using
methodolegical triangutation before content analysis was carried out. The findings were as follows;

1. Knowledge and practice concerning HIV/AIDS. Most fishermen and their family members did not have
corect and sufficient knowledge about HIWAIDS. They did not know the difference between HIV infected and AIDS.
Their only definition for AIDS is that it is a deadly disease which cannot be cured and death in a certain consequence.
Only a few of them know thal HiV infected persons are just like other normal people except that they are HIV positive
and without any symptems while people with AIDS are with symptoms such as rashes, lesions, diarrhea, weight loss, and
the result of their blood test is HIV positive.

2. Acceptance of AIDS patients, The acceptance of each individual with AiDS depended on his/her past
behavior, If the patient had risky behavior such as injecting narcotic drugs or had improper sexual behavior such
being a prostitute which are behaviors violating Muslim principals he/she would be rejected by members of his/her family
and community. Patients with misbehaviors concerning sexual activities were mora severely rejected. Only his/her mother
accepted himher because she was “forced into submission™ that the incident had already occurred. Patients with good
behavior and good canduct and contracted HIV from his/her spouse were accepted without conditions by almost all the
people who also sympathized with the patients.

3. Tre process of accepling AIDS patients or HIV infected persons. For the patient, the process began from
confirmation of the blood test result by the doctor or medical staff, to receiving advice, reflecting on his/her risky behavior
and his/her spouse’s risky behavior in the pasl, receiving encouragement, accepting the incident and taking care of
himher self. For members of histher famity and community, the process of accepting the patient was in a Muslim way
ard cuiture of taking care of the sick and accepting the patient as an individual person rather than as an AIDS patient.

in sach of the communities where the study was conducted, the same results as presented above were
obtained.

For communities to accept HIV/Aids patients, it is necessary to educate people so that they have sufficient and
the right knowledge and attitude towards the patients, The practice concerning HIVIAIDS patients should be in
compliance with the community’s way of life, culture, and belief. In order to provide HIV/AIDS patients better quality of

life, the practice has to be in accord wilh the modern society as will. This will also help develop their family and society.
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