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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to study public participation in solidwaste
separation in Rattanwiboon and Thai Hotel communities, including the factors
influencing public participation, the limitation of implementing the solidwaste project
and how to promote public participation in solidwaste separation. This study is based
on both qualitative and quantitative research methods. The samples include 318
households in both communities derived from a simple random sampling method with
random numbers table. Data were collected with questionnaires and a focus group
discussion. The quantitative data were analysed by statistics, including percentage,
standard deviation and a multiple stepwise regression analysis. The quantitative data
were used to explain the qualitative findings.

The results of the research indicate that the majority of the samples have good
knowledge of solidwaste separation. However, some of them do not have correct
understanding about the definition of solidwaste separation. It is found that most of the
samples can separate solidwaste correctly whereas some cannot clearly identify the
types of solidwaste. Community leaders or committee played the most important roles in
disseminating information about solidwaste separation.

According to statistical analysis by stepwise method, at 0.05 statistical
significant implied level, four factors : income, information acknowledgment, age and
frequency of obtaining information, positively affected public participation in solidwaste
separation. These could explain 34.7 % of public participation in solidwaste separation

in both communities (R2 =0.347).



The study shows that the moderate degree of participation of residents in both
communities, Rattanawiboon and Thai Hotel communities, in solidwaste separation are
not different. At 0.05 there is no statistically significant difference in individual and
collective average scores. The average scores on participation in finding out problems
and causes are lower than other aspects of the participation.

The limitation of implementing a solidwaste separation project is that residents
did not separate solidwaste before disposal. According to the prioritization, the problem
is mostly caused by the insufficiency of dustbins for separated solidwaste and the
residents’ time constraints. The other problems are as follows : dustbins were dug out by
scavengers, rubbish was not collected on a regular basis and sometimes municipal staff
did not come to collect the rubbish.

The problems included the irresponsibility of officials for this project and the lack
of coordination between communities and municipality. The lack of efficient and
consistent public relations was also another obstacle. Moreover, public relations did not
inform residents how solidwaste was a serious problem affecting themselves in the
future. Due to inadequate awareness of the residents, they did not realize the
seriousness of the solidwaste problem. They did not figure out the importance and
benefits of solidwaste separation. In addition, due to urban ways of life residents did not
seem to have a sense of community. This also relates to public participation in

solidwaste separation.
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