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(Manuscript)

Sheikh Muhammad bin ‘Abdul Wahhab’s Methods of Interpreting the
Principle of Tawhid
Numan sa-aa' Abullah Karina’ Dolmanach Baka *

ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to study meaning, approaches to, and kinds
of Tawhid. It studies bibliography of Sheikh Mohammad bin ‘Abdulwahhab as a
distinguished Muslim scholar in the field of Tawhid and his methods in interpreting
the principle of Tawhid. In the course of his study, the researcher, to some extent,
depended on the scholar’s academic works such as books, articles, literatures and
other documents relating to Tawhid.

The result of the research are as follows:

The meaning of Tawhid, according to ‘Abdulwahhab’s interpretation, is to believe in
the oneness of Allah, Almighty, and singlehimout in worship. ‘Abdulwahhab also
divided Tawhid into three kinds, namely ; Tawhid al-Rububiyah, Tawhid al-Asmaa
waas-Sifat, and Tawhidal-Uluhiyah.Tawhidal-Rububiyah, according to his
interpretation, is the principle of knowing Allah by observing divine signs and
believing that He is Omniscient and has predestined (measured) all things. Any other
principles opposed to this are called bid‘ah (unlawful innovation). The method which
‘Abdullwahhab adopted in interpreting Tawhid al-Asmaa wa as-Sifat conformed with
that applied by Ulama Ahli as-Sunnah, for example, he insisted on calling the names
and attributes of Allah as appeared in al-Quran and Sunnah Sahih without any
additional interpretation or comment .No comparison between Allah and all other
things is allowed, norpartially doubtful faith in Him acceded.His approach to
interpreting Tawhid al-Uluhiyah is very distinctive and exclusive, especially his
introduction to another subject “Shirk™ (associating Allah with a partner or partners),
in opposition with Tawhid and being considered as the biggest unlawful
innovation.According to Islamic rules of worship, the worship (Ibadah) of
Allah,Almighty, without keeping Tawhid in mind would be considered as being
incorrect. ‘Abdulwahhab also described the ways with which Tawhid might be
deprived of from a Muslim’s heart if he or she behaved improperly, or in such a
manner as to directly or indirectly, outwardly or inwardly invalidate his or her
Tawhid. ‘Abdulwahhab was called<18™ century Islamic reformer’ due to his relentless
efforts to call for the true Islamic Tawhid.

! Graduate (Islamic Studies)
? Ph.D. (Qur’an and Hadith),Sinstant Profersor.
* M.A. (Comparative Religion),Associate Professor.
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