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Thesis Title: Disaster Preparedness of Flood-Affected Communities in Suratthani
Province
Author: Miss. Kantimaporn Bunprakob
Major Program: Public Administration
Academic Year: 2558
ABSTRACT

A rapid growth of population and the expansion of cities into disaster prone
areas make it more likely that the great extent of damage could happen if a disaster occurs.
Today, natural disasters seem to happen more frequently and their impacts seem to be more
devastating, making disaster response efforts more complicated. This study is a mixed
methodology research. The study aims 1) to study the effects of the flood in 2011 and 2) to study
households’ and communities’ preparation for the flood in disaster areas in order to prevent
floods in the future. In addition, problems and obstacles in preparation for the floods are also
studied. The total number of sample size for this study is 272 which is consisted of households
from 2 communities including Moong Pattana Community, Tha Kham Municipality and Moo.7
Ban Koong Yang, Tha Kham sub-district, Phunphin district, Suratthani Province. Data collection
methods include survey questionnaire, in-depth interview and focus group. Statistics used for
quantitative analysis include percentage, mean, standard deviation, multiple regression analysis
and the technique used for qualitative analysis is content analysis.

The results of the study showed that households in the first community were
impacted from the flood at a moderate level (; = 3.22) and households in the second community
were impacted from the flood at a high level (; = 3.58). These impacts depended on locations of
the communities, flood level, and duration of the flood. In terms of flood preparedness, it was
found that households in the first community had a moderate level of preparation for the flood
(>_< = 2.69), while the households in the second community had preparation for the flood at a low
level (;= 2.36) . Most preparedness activities are those relate to tracking information about
rainfall from related organizations. However, households were less prepared regarding such
issues as shelter/ building preparation and training about the flood response. An analysis of

factors affecting flood preparation, showed that income, information, and previous flooding



®)

impacts ( especially impact on public infrastructure) were significant factors predicting flood
preparedness of households. These three factors accounted for 20.6 percent of dependent variable
(flood preparedness of households) (R* = .206, P<.001). In addition, in-depth interview analysis
showed that, at the community level, the second community was more prepared than the first
community. This is because of a strong community leader, unity of the people in the community,
cooperation of all members and support by government agencies. In terms of problems and
obstacles, the research showed that the lack of financial resources for purchasing flood response
equipment and materials, lack of flood response networks, and inadequate cooperation from
people in the communities prevented the communities from having a good preparedness
capability. It is suggested in this research that government agencies should provide financial
resources for flood preparedness to the communities. Communities can use results of this research
as guidance for flood preparedness. Likewise, government agencies can use findings from this

research as inputs for flood management planning that is suitable for their areas.
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