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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to investigate the environmental
understanding of black tiger shrimp farmers, some factors effecting their understanding,
black tiger shrimp management system and the role of group organizing in stimulating
farmers' environmental understanding that will promote sustainability of black tiger shrimp
farming.

Two research methods, namely, qualitative and quantitative approaches, were
employed integratedly in the study. The qualitative approach was used to study the
successful production and sustainable management system of the black tiger shrimp
farmers. The Bang Samak Freshwater Black Tiger Shrimp Farmers Ciub for the
Environment, which has been established for more than 7 years, was selected as a case
study. The quantitative approach was used to evaluate the environmental understanding
of the farmers. A sample of 250 black figer shrimp farmers from 11 tambons in Bang
Pakong District was selected from the total 663 farmers by using the stratified sampling
technique. A questionnaire was used for data collection. Statistics used for data analysis
included percentage, mean and Chi-square test. This was undertaken using SPSS
Program V.9.01 for Windows/PC.,

Results show that 60.40% of the black tiger shrimp farmers have a medium
level of environmental understanding in their farming practices. Five factors identified for
hypothesis testing were not significantly different at 95% level of confidence. These
factors include age, education, experience, place of residence, and monitoring of news.

In the qualitative ana!ysis,'it was found that the Bang Samak Freshwater
Black Tiger Shrimp Farmers Club for the Environment played a very significant role in the
distibution of knowledge for sustainable biack tiger shrimp farming. Most of the club’s

members have also participated in soil and water resource conservation. Club




membership has currently increased from 10 families to a total of 53 families covering 3

tambons in Bang Pakong District.
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