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ABSTRACT

Presently, the uncertain economic, social, and environmental situations affect
rubber farmers’ adaptation in rubber production, and this has negative effects on rubber plantation
management. Rubber farmers have to face a lack of labor quantitatively and qualitatively that
results in high production costs. Thus, this study aimed to investigate the dynamics of the use of
household labor, work performance behavior, problems and conditions in decision-making to use
household labor in the rubber producing system. The study was carried out in six districts of
Songkhla Province. The qualitative data were collected through structured interviews with 394
households, and the qualitative data were collected through semi-structured and in-depth
interviews with 60 key informants.

The results of the study revealed that the dynamics of the use of household labor
by rubber farmers could be divided into six phases that illustrated the development of how the use
of household labor had been adapted from the time when traditional rubber production technology
was used to the time of rubber production for industry. In addition, household labor at present
could be classified into four categories: spousal labor, youth labor, relatives labor, and elderly
labor. For work performance behavior, the role played by youth labor was low, and spousal labor
was the main labor for activities in the rubber production system because spousal labor was
highly skilled and experienced. It was also found that when the rubber plantation size of the
household increased, the activities in the rubber production system decreased and more labor
outside the household also increased.

Important recommendations for improvement of household labor are that it
should be improved in terms of knowledge and attitudes towards the practice of using household

labor among farmers for best practice in rubber plantation management. Particularly, youth labor,

)



the government should have definite plans and policy in using it in the agricultural sector in order
to solve the problem of household labor. Skills and expertise should be improved such as rubber-
tapping skill, and rubber planting technology that is suitable and relevant to the capacity of
household labor. Knowledge should be provided for households in terms of rubber plantation
management, production control and management, and production costs reduction so that they

can be put into practice.
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