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" Abstract

L

The Rubber RepliAnting Aid Schemes A Costi = benefit

Analysis with Respect tc Smallholders

The Rubber Replanting Aid scheme is the government's
program to aid fubber piantefs whose plantations are covered by
over-qged or danaged trees ag well as low=yielding local rubber
treese. This aid consisted of financial aid and supplying highe
yielding rubber 5ﬁds or seedling to replace the low-yielding
trees. Planters could also opt to plant fruilt trees instead of
rubber on thelr land if they thought this was to their
advantage = or land is suitable for planting.

| The purpose of this study is aimed at determining the
net benefit #c those planters whose plantations were replanted
with new, high-yielding trees and with an area ofnless than 15
rai. The method of dafa collection was primarily based on a
strpctured questionnaire personal interview approach. This was
done after reviewing of all available documents concerning
natural rubber production in southern Thailand. A total of 275
samples were drawn from smallholders of rubber plantations in
Songkhla and Satun provinces,.

In the analysis of the cost and benefit, these faciors
were considered: cost in terms of lost revenue generated from
0ld rubber and hdrticulture (fruit treces); new revenue side as

funds provided by the government, selling wood from old rubber



2.

trees, income from intercrog_of cash crops grown along with
seedling high~yielding rubbe? trees for about 1 -« 3 years
counting from first year of replanting, and higheyielding rubber
';roduce from mature trees.

Two caoges of analyses were conducted. Iﬁ Cagse 1
rubber expert personnel (from the Rulber Research Center)
exémined revénue gain under optimum conditions {(i.es growing
rcash Crops, sElling all wood from older trees, and anticipated
inérease in latex production) measurcd in terms of money with
- maxinum anrd minimum revenue gener?ted. Case 2 draw its analysis
from factual data that fevenue generated from cash and rubber
w;od sales, Although the researcﬁ studies the cost=benefit, the
research teaﬁ alsc examincd how the time consumed in the
replanting progrom, and attempted {o identify whether the return
on investment by conversion of low~yielding into high«yielding
rubber trees is appropriate or note

' The summarized results of the Tinding are presented

in the table shown below 3



Prom the «unalysis, it led to the recommendation to the
government to promot;;the utilizetion of ruhber wood and
intercropping. The governﬁent should rectify the communication
problen, pubiic relation; setting up efficient markets for cash
crops; in turn the demand for the aid funds Le decreased.
Considering the present sitvation, the market for natursl rubber,
both ﬁomestic and foreign, holds high promice in terms of demand
and price., Thus rubber planters pay more aitenting to-the
replanting progrrm. The znimating of the intensive uses of land
during the immaturo replanting period is recommended rather than
expecting for tue revgﬁpﬁsﬁgamhf%bba:,which cen be generated

0w = e

at longer period,. — R S ﬁ '
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