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Abstract
The purposes of this research were to study the

differences in information seeking and in anxiety between the
first week and the fourth week of radiation therapy as well
as to identify whether there were relationships 1in these
variables. Orem’s self care theory was usedas a frame-work
for this study. The resocurces of information and the motivation
to use these resources were qualitative exploration.

The porposive sample were 60 adults suffering from
cancer and receiving radiation therapy in Prince of Songkla
University Hospital. Data were corrected twice, in the
first and the fourth week of radiation therapy. Information
seeking was measured by "Information Preference Questionnaire"
developed by Hopkins ( Cronbach coefficient alpha = 0.83).
The State-Trait Anxiety Inventory form X-1 developed by
Spielberger,et al. was used to assess patients’anxiety (Cronbach
coefficient alpha = 0.74 ). Qualitative data was assessed

through interview using open ended gquestionnaire.



The results aof ﬂhe study 1indicated that there
was 4 significant higher level of anxiety in the first week
thanin the fourth week of radiation therapy. (t = 6.37,
p<.001y . Ne sinificant difference of information seeking
between the first week and the fourth week of radiation
therapy. The correlation of these variables showved that
there was no significant correlation between information
seeking and anxiety either 1in +the first week or in the
fourth week of radiation therapy. A significant correlation
between economic problem and anxiety was found(r=.35,p<.005).
And level of education was sinificantly correlated with
information seeking (r=.25,p<.05). Qualitative data revealed
that doctors were the most popular resources because
they were trusted to give accurat and reliable information.
the social worker acted as a psychosupporter, whereas friends,
especially those who had experienced cancer and succeeded

in radiation therapy, were chosen as information rescurces.





