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Abstract

" The purpose of this study is to identify the main
factors significant to demographic, psycho-social, suicidal
idestion, personality and mental health characteristics
of the attempted suicide patients ; the data was obtained
from 66 subjects in the age group of 12 - 50 years who were
admitted to 8 medical ward in Masharsj Nakornrachasrima
Hospital. A1]1 of them attempted suicide by drinking the same
poisonous insecticide, Folidon. Within 7 days of their
physical recoveries, subjects completed the 1interview

questionnaire, the SCL-90 and the HPI.

In data analysis, percentsges, mean and standard
diviations were used to identify general information, t test
were used to compare the mean differences of personality
traits and mental health charscteristics between the
attempted suicide patients and the Thai norm. The Pearson
Product Moment Coefficient (r) was used to find the

correlation between the MPI scales and the S5CL-90 scales.

The results of this study showed that of BB
attempted suicide patients, the median sge was 23, most of
them being in the age group 21 - 45, feméle, single, with é
low education, working in agriculture and coming from large
families of wmore than five children, which had poor family
relationships. Motivation leading to suicidal behavior was a
Wwish to escape from bereavement rather than a wish to die.
The most important problem which acted as a precipitating
factor was a lover’'s guarrel. Half of them spent less than
one day considering suicide before attempting it ; 31.82 %

had given a warning ; 233.34 % indicated at least twice
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having suicidal thoughts and 10.81 ¥ had had at least two

previous unsuccessful attempts.

Concerning the suicidal personality, it was found
that ©62.82 % had an extrovert personality, and 75.76 % a
neurotic personality. The attempted suicide patients scored
a significantly higher mean on the MPI scales than those of

the norm.

When comparing mental health, it was found that
94.15 % had various childhood neurotic traits, and 95.45 %
had presuicidal syndromes. The attempted suicide patients
scored a significantly higher mesn on the SCL-90 distress

scales than those of the norm.

When comparing mental health between attempted
suicide patients with a different personality, it was found
that the attempted suicide patients with a neurotic
personality scored a significantly higher mean on the SCL-90
distress scales than those with a stable personality ;
meanwhile there were no significant differences between
those with an introvert and those with an extrovert

personality.

As regards the correlation between the MPI and the
SCL-80, it was found that the neuroticism scale correlated
significantly with all of the SCL-90 distress scales ;
meanwhile the extroversion scale correlated significantly

only with some of the SCL-80 distress scales.





