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ASSTRACT

Dejerminants of Member®s Participation in Cooperative Activitie
eueriminants, o1 tlemuerts fat 1 LI} pOUREeratlve aCT

i T enewr sy et

The study aims to investigate social and economic conditions
and their influences on wmember's participation in cooperative aciivities,

The Chiya Asricultwrsl Cooperative Limited, locatied in
Sursjthani, wes selected ar the study arene Quota éampling was employed
and the personal interviews werce usede The interviews started at the
begining of October 1997 and were completed by the end of December
1967, Of the 205 interviws conducted, 202 were useds

From the study, it was evident that mogt of the cooperative
members ﬁere rice—cultivatorsn-and rubber prowerss They possessed
& moderate standard of living and had their own land, Hore than 90
percent had received loans end purchased commodities from the ccoperative
wh;le aﬁout 60 percent had deposited their money and sold rice through
ite¢ They had a good knowledge of the mechanlcs of cooperative buginess
but little understanding of cooperative management. They werevin
contact with the cooperative, on overage £.91 times per year and
ocongidered that there were no obstacles preventing them initiating
contacet with the cooperative. Iiost of them were-willing to attend
froup meetings and paid more =ttention to cooperative promotion,
They showed only = mediwa :wairenegs of persons involved in the
cooperative but were satisfied and had a positive attitude towards
the cooperative performances This resulted in the exigstence of little

problem in the cooperative,



In correlation analyeis, occupation, age, farm size, length
ol cooperative membership, nmumbers of contact with the cooperative
within the year, numbers of loan aprlication, the amount of deposits,
the amount of income from rice sale through the cooperative, nurhers
of purchasing commodities from the cooperative within the year, the
amount of money purchazin~ commoditieé from the cooperative within
the year, material possessicnm, involvement at committee level, social
participation, knowledie of cooperative business performed, awareness
of persons involved ir “he cooperative and cooperative promotion
were positively carelated with the participaticn in coéperative
activities.

With regard to fegression analysis, it wes found that 87,60
percent of the variation in pzrticipation in cooperative activities
could be accounted for, by the combined effect of ocooperative promotion,
nurbers of purchasing cooperative commodities within the yesr, numbers

' -
of contact with the cooperative -rithin the year, the amcunt of deposits,
the amount of money purclhasing cooperative commodities within the
year and length of cooperative membership respeotivalye.

From this investigetion, it in stronsly suggested that
mogt of the members were well aware of the ccoperative performance
and were willing to cooperate with the cooperative, As menticned )
before, those engased in ccoperative business t=- credit,  purchasing,
marketing and savings had more contact with the cooperative. They

had a medium to high level of expectation to receive benafits from

the coopéraiive and, thus, most of them dide This resuited in high



gotisfretion with the cooperative performanca,good attendance &t

group mectings and a high level of cooperative promction. In addition,
they had a more positive attitude towards the cooperative. 7The only
obgtacle was that they showed a low level of understanding of
cooperative mangzements This problem should be tackled immediately

by theprovigion of membership education and the extension officer

will play an import:nt rele by arranging more times and more contextual
issues for group moelings. Meonwhile, during the annual meeting
representatives ghoull be changed in order %o provide more opportunities
for those who have never lLeen o repregentative te become cnce This

will help develop and craate a rood impression and image of the
aoopérative for the menbers and they will exchange ideas and experiences
with other memberse. This will accelerate the ccoverative progress
_&s the members are aware of and have already o good image of tlie

cooporative
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