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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to investigate the scattering of the Thai and
Malayu lexicons of the same semantic units in the 5 southern provinces of Thailand
and based on this lexical scattering, to establish the isoglosses between Thai and
Malayu of the target area. The data were collected by using questionnaire on 50
directors of the elementary schools in 50 districts of 5 provinces. The questionnaire
consisted of 50 semantic units.Each of these semantic units was designed as the
guestion of 2 choiced answers; the Thai words and the Malayu words. These semantic
units were divided into 7 categories; animals human body parts,verbs instruments.fruit

and foed.and colours.

The hypothesis of this research,which was “the area of the 3 southern provinces
of Thailand was the transition area of Thai and Mala_vu” was accepted by the research
findings. That was, after the collected data had been analysed and plotted on the maps,
it was obviously seen that the isoglosses could be drawn across the area of these 5

southern provinces of Thailand.



