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ABSTRACT

Title Decorative Ormament on Facade of Sino-Portuguese Building in Phuket Province.
Researcher Assistant Professor Panya Tepsing and Associate Professor Woothi Wattanasin
Office Department of Educational Foundation, Faculty of Liberal Arts

Academic year October, 2002 - September, 2004

The objective of the research was to study the decorative ornaments shown on the
facade of Sino-Portugese building in Phuket province as well as their implications-and symbolic
presentations. Data was collected by means of photography, observation, interview, documentary
research, and drawing.

It was found that the decorative ornaments were created roughly between the late 19" and
early 20" century. The ornaments were characterized by a combination of Western arts and
Chinese arts. Around the late 19" century, Western styles were influenced by Eclecticism, and
illustrated Victorian architectures and decorative arts. Until the early 20" century, these Western
styles were influenced by Art Deco style and had a combination of both Victorian and Art Deco

styles, which were mostly inherited from the architectural and decorative styles found in
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. Most of the decorative omaments were in the forms of ostentatious plants, emphasizing
interflow and spiral vines, leaves or flowers. This gave craftsmans freedom to put them
artistically in the given space. Westemn decorative ornaments shown were swag, the capital of
orders were modified classical Corinthian and Composite order, and Art Deco geometric patterns.
Chinese decorative ornaments created on the fagade were mainly auspicious ornaments manifested
in the forms of plants, animals, objects, geometric and creative patterns. These auspicious
ornaments were found at high level, such as the capital of order, above the window, and the
gable. Plant ornaments were mostly peony, plum, chrysanthemums, and peach. As for animal
shaped ornaments, they were mostly found in the shapes of bats, lions. For objects, the ornaments
were in the forms of vases and coins. Geometric ornaments are rhombus shaped while patterns
had a shape of "Shou". The placement of the designs was symmetricél and maintained the unity

of decorative ornaments.



Chinese decorative omaments convey different symbolic representations. peony, for
example, symbolize prosperity, plum, chrysanthemums flower and peach represent longevity,
bats represent fortune; lions signify safety from devils; vases refer to peace; coins mean wealth;
rhombuses signify victory. The "Shou" sign refers to longevity. However, most decorative
designs represent three Chinese au;picious aspects : fortune, wealth, and longevity.

Stucco and wood carving were the two methods used to create the ornaments. To make
stucco, lime, sand and brown sugar were mixed. Most stucco are found on upper plaster walls
and pilaster. For wood carving, soft woods were used to make the interior ornaments and hard

woods were used as frames. They are found on door panels and vents above the window.



