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Phenological study of Parkia speciosa Hassk.in southern Thailand

Wijit Wunnachit' and Suken Wongchanaz

Abstract

Phenological study of Parkia speciosa Hassk. in southern Thailand was
designed to observed and recorded natural growth habit of leaf falling leaf flushing
flowering and fruiting of the species in the western and eastern coasts of southern
Thailand. The plot site in the western coast at Trang Horticultural Research Center
located in tumbol Mai Fad amphoe Si Kao Trang province and in the east coast at the
farmer farm located in tumbol Thung Tum Sao amphoe Hat Yai Songkhla province.
Nine yielding heathy trees in each site were selected and marked. The amounts of leaf
falling leaf flushing flowering and fruiting of each tree were monthly recorded for two
consecutive years between year 2006-2007. Compiled with the climate data of the two
locations. For the result it was found that timing and the amounts of leaf falling leaf
flushing flowering and fruiting of the species in the two locations were fluctuated and
different. That caused by the tree genetics and monsoonal climate of the area classified
as south west monsoon and north east monsoon. For leaf falling and leaf flushing in
both locations took place in different amounts all year round but peaked in dry season.
Those in the western coast there were two peaks the first peak was between December
and February and the second peak was between July and September. In the eastern
coast there were also two peaks of leaf falling and leaf flushing the first peak was
between February and March while the second peak was between July and September.
After the young flushing leaves grew to maturity flowering performed at the branch
end around the canopy mostly of flowering found in the early rainy season. Flowers
bloomed and set fruit as pod within a month. The peak period of flowering and fruiting

in the western coast was between April and June while that in the eastern coast was
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between May and August. The pods grew to be mature and were ready for fresh pod
harvest in 50 days. Harvesting time of Parkia speciosa Hassk. in the western coast
was 30 — 45 days earlier than in the eastern coast. The harvesting peak period of
Parkia speciosa Hassk. in the western and eastern coast of southern Thailand was in

June and July respectively.
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