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Abstract

Criminal activity greatly affects society. After sentencing, offenders are sent to jail or prison. Every
province has at least one prison, usually over-crowded and with poor conditions arising from a variety of
problems. This study examined: 1) prisoners’ personal backgrounds, 2) personality characteristics of felony
and misdemeanor offenders, 3) prisoners’ quality of life, and 4) factors affecting crimes committed. Data were
collected by interviewing 301 male and female prisoners and focus group discussion 20 guards in Maung
police station jail, in a male prison, and in a female prison in Songkla Province. Most prisoners were male, with
an average age of 32. Most were from rural, agricultural communities in southern Thailand. The most common
non-violent crime was robbery, while 32.2% of violent crime was homicide. Most offenders had no education
beyond primary school. During childhood most ofienders had experienced domestic violence in the form of
punishrnent by parents striking the child with the hands or caning with a heavy stick. Most regularty consumed
alcohol, and believed their actions had no effect on others. 68% had a relative with a history of incarceration.
70% were first-time offenders. Most reported feeling bored, and 18% wanted to become soldiers. Overail, the
personality profiles of offenders were within normal ranges: somatization (042.755. obsessive-compulsive (0-
3.2}, interpersonal (0-2.89), depression {0.15-3.23), anxiety {(0-2.9), hostility {(0-2.67), phobic anxiety (0-2.86),
paranoid {0-3.0), psychotic {0-2.3).Quality of life: offenders reported sadnéss, illness, lack of exercise, and
poor environment. In this environment they shared criminal knowiedge and feeling with each other. Offender
risk factors: Muslims were at lower risk than Buddhists (OR=0.56~CI=0.24-1.32). Offenders from rurai
communities were at more risk than temporary income group (OR=3.06, 95%C!=1.14-8.19). History of
physical abuse as a child led to greater risk {OR=1.19 95%CI=0.56-2.56 and 1.27085% Cli=0.40-3.98).
Alcohot consumption carried greater risk than not consuming alcohol (OR=2.45, 95%ClI=1.12-5.39). Offenders
with a history of leaving school or running away from home were at greater risk (OR=2.13, 95%Ci=1.01-
4.47).The opinion of 20 guards were: the offenders shouid have punishment but the government have to
encourage their health and nutrition.

Conclusion: Being a victims of childhood domestic viclence increases the likelihood of criminal behavior and
incarceration as an adult. Upon release from prison or jail, offenders need to be reintegrated with their families
and communities. The government should provide programs to teach parenting skills o new parents. The
judicial process needs to be made more flexible in sentencing offenders, gi_ving more consideration to

circumstances of the crime and the offender.



