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Abstract

This paper studied two groups of people in Stum province : the general
public, and community leadefs. As for the genéral public, the déta were analized
according tb the level of urbanization : muniéipality9 township, and rurality,

A random sampling method was employed throughoﬁt the study. The sample sizes
in the municipality, township, and thé rurai;ty were ¥7, 80, and ?5 households
respecti&ely, whereas all the 220 community leaders were studied.

The basic data studied frem che general public concerned with the public
characteristics, public health problems, and family planning, From the community
leaders, the basic data concerning public characteristics and family ﬁlanning weL
ntudied, - ‘

The findings from the study of the general public are as the following:,

It was found that birth rate in the municipality and township began to
decline during the last decade while that in the rurality started to decrease
during the past five years.,

Moreerr, the population living.in urban areas werc found to be
cconomically responsible for less dependénts than those living in less urbanized
arcas, |

The population inhabiting in more urbanized areags were more educated,
sore Buddhist and had higher income than the fnhabitants in less urbanized areas,

In compariéon with the pepulation in more urbanized areas, the study of
public health prcblems showed that people in less urbanized areas had less
knowledge and understanding cohcerning basic health. There were also less
acceptance and practice of pregnancy prevention among these people,

As far as the fertility is concerned, it was found that the fertility
of the people living in rural areas was higher than those 1iving in the

municipality. The people in township had the highest fertility.
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The following aré fihdings from the stﬁdy of the community leaders,
Most the:community leaders were married for the first time during the ages of
26 ~ 24 and had only one wife. And most of them finished proﬁhry school, were
iMuslims and were heads of the villageg.

| The average income per monﬁh was approximately 1,494 baht,

As for the data on family planning, most of the leaders had the
knowledge of modern pregnancy prevenéion and accepted the family planning
- policy, However, the practice rate of family planning is rather low, only 41
per cent,

The family plannlng 8surces for both groups, the general public and

the community leaders werc Government Health Service Centres,

Regsearcher ¢ Mr, Bancherd Arcekoonchai.
Mrs., Tassana Vickayarnoen,

Miss, Montip Choomuang,
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