(Y a o d s
mswannnanssumstlestulsaeadvesnguiagulugurumala

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AIDS PREVENTIVE ACTIVITIES OF

TEENAGE IN SOUTHERN THAILAND
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this participatory research was to develop the AIDS preventive
activities of teenage in Southern Thailand. Target population was in a Thai Buddhist
village and teenagers who live in Thai Muslim village. Both two villages are the
villages in Had Yai district, Songkhla province. The head villager, local health care
nurses, local health care volunteers and representative teenagers of each village
involved and participated in the project. Data collection methods include
questionnaire, interviews, focus groups and participant observation. Data was
analyzed by using statistical method and thematic analysis. The proj ect was

completed in 2 years.

The project started with exploring AIDS situation and preventive activities,
and teenagers’ sexual behaviors in each village. All data were then presented to
participants in order to reflect and find out AIDS preventive activities. Each village
developed their own activities, including AIDS education for teens, AIDS study tours,

and teenage club.

Final evaluation found that teenagers in the target villages gained better
understanding about AIDS and developed positive attitudes to people with
HIV/AIDS. They were proud of being part of AIDS preventive activities by sharing
their knowledge and experiences to other teenagers. Male teenagers reported that they
increasingly used condom when having sexual intercourse. Establishing teen club
helped teenagers to spend time together and minimize harm as well as risk AIDS
behaviors. Supporting factors to sustain the AIDS preventive program include
establishing activities that are consistent with development and interests of teenage,
receiving support from senior people and encouraging participation. The main hinder

of AIDS participatory preventive activity is labor mobility.
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