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Abstract”

There is one Buddhist temple in Songkhla Provinee that provides care for persons living with
HIV/AIDS (PHA) since 1994, It has been a shelter for PHA that were rejected form families and
communities and communities. However, there is no system of caring for PHA and collaboration

among organizations involved. (continue)

This Participatory Action Research (PAR) is aimed to develop a networking model by using
a Buddhist Templc as a center for HIV/AIDS prevention and carc. Partitipants involved in this
project arc all PHA (20-80 persons/day), hospitals ncarby, volunteers, provincial medical officers, and
center of infectious discasc control. The project divided into 3 phases. The first phase was a
phenomenological study to understand all aspects of problems involved in caring for PHA in the

temple.
r

The second phase consisted of training volunteers and PHA for HIV/AIDS prevention and
care. Several workshops were conducted for participants to plan for the better ways of caring and
management for PHA. The last phase was implementation phase which the plans were conducted.
Data were collected through the methods of in depth interview. focus group and group reflection
through out the period of 2 years. The data then were analyzed through qualitative methods and
critical reflection.

Results: The results revealed that problems involved in caring of PHA were physical psychological
and spiritual problems. Caregivers can not closely look after the patients with serious problems. The
major result of this study was the model of utilizing a Buddhist temple as a network center for
HIV/AIDS prevention and care. This model consisted of 1) referral system, 2) self-care practice, 3) a
manual for living with HIV/AIDS in the temple, 4) models of caring for PHA with tuberculosis, long
term survival care, end of life care, and 5) jobs development for PHA. The temple plays the vital roles

of providing care and education for both people from Thailand and Malaysia.

Keywords : HIV/AIDS Prevention and care, Buddhist Temple, Supportive Network, Action Research
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