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TYPE AND DISTRIBUTION OF WEEDS

IN YOUNG RUBBER PLANTATIONS
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BRbstract

Weeds cause trouble by competing with rubber for nutrients,
moisture, sunlight and space. As a result the time taken for the
rubber trees to reach maturity is prolonged and other factors come
into effect, such as pests and diseases, In order to prevent these

problems, it is necessary to control weeds in rubber plantations,

This study tock place from August 1984 to September 1985,
Weeds were surveyed in two types of rubber plantation each one year
o0ld. One type was pure stand and the other was intarcropped or cover
crops between rows of rubber. The survey took place at the Taepa
Fesearch and Tralning Station, Taepa District, Songkla Province.
Surveys were carried cut every month throughout the year and 4'1
species were found in 17 families. There were 23 species in the
Dicotyledonae and 18 species in the Homcotyledom;ol. The predomi-
nant species were Stachytarpheta indica (L.) Vahl and Borreria
articularie (L.f.) F.N. Williams in the Dicotyledonae and Brachiaria
. distycha (L.) Stapf,Panicum sarmentusum Roxb. and Pospalum scrobicu-

latum L. in the Monocotyledonae in order of abundance.
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