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The Study of the Level of Knowledge and Practice in
Dental Health Care of Pre—School Children Caregivers

in Songkhia Province
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Abstract

This research had the following aims: 1) to survey the level
of knowledge and practice in dental health care of pre-school children
caregivers and 2) to compare the levels of knowledge and practice in
dental health care of the caregivers found within each of the following
variables: different amphur and centers they work in, ages, levels of
education, work experience, number of children under the care, training
received, and the year the last training was received.

The subjects of the study were 226 caregivers of nre-school
children in Songkhla Province under the Department of Community
Development, Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Education.
Proportional stratified sampling was done to select the subjects from the
total of 522. Questionnaires were used to collect the data about the level
of knowledge and the work of the caregivers. The confidence level was at
.89. Statistics used in the analysis were percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t-test, F-test, and Scheffe’ average paired comparison test.

The study revealed the following results:

1. The level of knowledge in dental health of pre-school
children caregivers was moderate.

2. The overall level of dental health care given by pre-school
children caregivers was moderate. However, when each aspect of the
care was examined separately, it was found that the level of care in the
provision of food for children in the center was high, while that in dental
examination, teeth brushing after lunch, and making recommendations
about dental health to parents and guardians was moderate. Finalily, the
level of fluoride tablets distribution was low.

3. The comparison of the subjects who worked in different
amphur and centers,‘who had different levels of knowledge and
education, work experience, training experience and who had received
the last training in different years, revealed that the difference in the
caregivers’ knowledge in dental health was not statistically significant.
However, the difference in the knowledge about dental health of those
with different ages was statistically significant at .05.

4. The comparison of care given by caregivers from different
centers revealed that the difference in dental health care was statistically
significant at .0001, Whereas that given by Caregivers from different
amphur was significantly different at .001. The difference in the care
given by those with different ages and training experience was
statistically significant at .05, but the difference in the care given by
those with different levels of education, work experience, number of
children responsible for, and year the last training was received was not
statistically significant.
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