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Recently, different aspects on causes of poverty have been raised; these
include inequality of public services, ineffective development policies and unfair legal
system. Such causes are regarded as “problems of national structure.” Thus, this study
aims to analyze legal obstacles and development policies affecting the nation’s
poverty by targeting the three major groups ~ rice farmers, rubber growers, and
fishermen. Surprisingly, Thailand is the world’s largest exporter of aquaculture and
agricultural products but its producers remain very poor. It is because the government
has mainly promoted on industrial development rather than agriculture and
aquaculture for the past four decades. Consequently, the government’s development
policies leave those three careers with less land for agriculture and aquaculture. They
lack of capitals, effective tools and government support to improve their
productivities. While the purchasing power of middle merchants is very high, most
farmers have to sell their produces at low price. With very low incomes, it is
extremely hard for the poor to deal with their poverty and improve quality of life
under high cost of living and expensive investment on either farming or fishery.

By scrutinizing legal system, laws and acts mostly are out of date and easily
discourage people to recover their severe poverty. There is no relevant tax system to
really support the poor. It can be seen that the rich and the poor are required to pay the
same tax rate. Moreover, government agencies have always managed natural
resources without community involvement. Land use zoning is also not implemented
yet. This causes an ineffective land use and unproductive agriculture,

This study also reviews socioeconomic policies on poverty in Asian countries.
These include Japan, Malaysia, and Taiwan. Experiences from those countries can be
applied to poverty deduction in some extent. Decent cases and areas are: community-
based fishery management and agricultural land reform in J apan, rubber plantation
management and policies in Malaysia, and agricultural land reform in Taiwan.



