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THE ROLE OF
BUDDHISM AND ISLAM IN
SOCIC=ECONCMIC DEVELOFMENT

IN SOUTHERN THAILAND
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Abstract

Some say the teachings of some religions may impede -
the socio-economic development. For Thailand, as Buddhism is the
national religion, Thai people have their right to believe in
any religicons so Islam is the second one people believe in.
Both Buddhism and Islam may pleay an important role in the sogio-
economic development, especially in the four border provinces in

the South where most Thal-Moslems live.

In order to know about the role of Buddhism and Islam
in sccio-economic development in the South, the 720 of Thai-
3uddhists and Thai-Moslems of egual group were interviewed for
analysis. The findings of this study reveal that the household
income per year and the per capita income of the Thai-Moslems
were higher than the Thai-Buddhists' or they had higher consump-
tion and well-being, but there was a wide gap between their
household incomes. :Fﬁrthermore, there were significant differences
in socio-economic and demographic factors among the believers
(Thai-Buddhists and Thai-Moslems) because of their different
belief. Both Buddhism and Islam can directly and indirectly
hinder or foster the soccioc-eccnomic dévelopment in the scuth that
can be seen from the criteria for the measurement of growth and
development, such as the productivity of hcuseheld, mobilization
of savings, proporticn of population engaged in secondary and
tertiary sectors, the availability of social overhead capital,
family styles, quality of people and the utilizaticn of technology

in the community, etc.
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